Embargo Debate: Position Sheet

CTAE Resource Network 
Students involved in the debate as active participants should volunteer or be assigned by the teacher to take on the role of one of the following U.S. Citizens. Students should study the position of the person assigned and make plans to debate for or against the embargo as stated.
	Title
	For or Against Grain Embargo?
	Why?

	Grain Farmer
	Against
	This Grain Farmer produces 50,000 bu. of grain. His cost of production of grain is $2.12/bu. Normally grain sells at $2.85/bu. and the farmer receives a net profit of $36,500. Because of the embargo, grain will sell at $2.14/ bu. giving the farmer a net profit of only $1,000.



	Banker
	Against
	This Banker works at a firm where he readily provides loans to farmers for land and equipment. Because of the embargo, farmers are not profiting enough to make payments on their loans. Therefore, the banker loses money and is left with land that he cannot sell. 

	Grain Exporter
	Against
	This Grain Exporter focuses on the export of grain for his primary income. Because of the embargo, he does not have his product to export to other countries. Therefore, he loses money and is forced to lay off workers. 

	Shipper 
	Against
	This Shipper physically transports the grain provided by the Grain Exporter to other countries. Because of the embargo, his employer does not have work for him, so he loses his job. However, he still has to make payments on his ship.

	Feedlot Operator
	For
	This Feedlot Operator can raise 18,000 lbs. of beef on 1,928 bu. of grain. He normally buys grain at  $2.85/bu., resulting in a total cost of $5,494.80 for grain. Because of the embargo, grain prices drop to $2.12/bu., so he will only have to pay $4,087.36 for the same amount of grain. Since he will be able to produce the same amount of beef while saving $1,407.44 on grain, his profits will increase.

	President
	For
	The President believes that international relations are extremely important to the success of the U.S. He wants to punish Alpha for invading Delta with the grain embargo so that Alpha's economy will be hurt.

	Homemaker/

Taxpayer
	For
	This Homemaker/Taxpayer works at his job seven days a week to provide for his family of five. Because of the embargo, he will save $800 per year as the cost of grain food products in the U.S. decreases. 

	Food Processor
	For
	This Food Processor manufactures processed frozen grains and exports them to other countries. He also sells grain in the U.S. Because of the embargo, he will be able to buy grain at a low price and receive more profit from his sales. 
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