Embargo Debate

CTAE Resource Network

Note: The Embargo Position Sheet and Rubric should be used in concordance with this activity.

Instructions for Teacher:  

Read the following to the class encouraging students to take notes. Ask eight students to 
volunteer to be on one of two debate teams: for or against the grain embargo. The 
remainder of the students will serve as judges for the debate. Hand out the Embargo 
Position 
Sheet to each student. Assign each volunteer student the role of one of the citizens to defend  
his position relative to this issue. Provide each debate team with approximately five 
minutes 

to discuss each of their citizens' positions and develop an argument as a group. Allow the rest of the class to read over the different positions and judging sheet for the debate. They should also think of possible questions to ask the debating students. Use the debate format to carry out the activity. Note: This scenario is based on the 1980 Grain Embargo implemented by President Jimmy Carter between the U.S. and Russia. 
Introduction:



The United States is a diversified country that is involved with many aspects of business. The country is able to effectively participate in domestic and international trade due to its variety of resources and products. The economy of the U.S. is not only dependent upon the transactions that occur within the nation’s borders, but also dependent upon trade relations with other countries. The U.S.'s participation in both the World Trade Organization and NAFTA serve as the country’s starting point for international trade involvement. 

Scenario: 

Suppose Delta is a democratic country and is a major trading partner with the U.S. in advanced technology. The U.S. imports raw materials from Delta. Delta and the U.S. have a good relationship based upon trust, trade, and beliefs. 


Suppose Alpha is a communist country and is the primary importer of grain from the United States. Alpha is dependent upon the grain from the U.S. to keep its economy stable. There is political tension between the U.S. and Alpha because of their political differences.

Suppose Alpha attacks Delta. In order to punish Alpha for this attack, the President of the U.S. decides to implement a grain embargo on Alpha. How will this political action affect various U.S citizens? Should the grain embargo be implemented? If so, what is your justification? If not, what else could the U.S. use besides food as a weapon, or should the U.S. even punish Alpha?  

Debate Format: 
1. Each group has five minutes to present their position.

2. Each group has two minutes to huddle to discuss the other group's position while strengthening their own position.

3. Each group has three minutes to present.

4. Groups have two minutes to develop a conclusion.

5. Each group has two minutes to present its conclusion.

6. The audience has five minutes to ask questions.


The teacher should lead class discussion on who won the debate.

· 
Call on students to state their opinion. Be sure students give at least one valid reason.

· 
A class vote can be used to determine who won the debate.
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