Getting Started with Audacity
Audacity is a free, easy to use audio and recorder.  You can record live audio, convert tapes and records into digital recordings, edit sound files, cut, copy, and splice sounds together, and change the speed or pitch of a recording.

The User Interface
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1. 
The transport panel. These are the playback and recording controls. Here you can play, stop, record, rewind and fast forward your recording.
2. 
When you are recording you will see the level of the audio coming from your microphone or your outside audio source here. If it is approaching the maximum then your recording may distort, you should then decrease the input level using 4. On the other hard, if the sound signal is very weak, you should increase the input level using 4.
3. 
When playing back an audio file the volume of it will be shown here. If the volume is very high, the playback could distort and you should lower the output level (gain) using 5. On the other hand, if the output volume is weak, you should increase it using 5.
4. 
Here you adjust the level of the audio input. Sliding it to the right will increase the input level and to the left will Untitled decrease it. For example, if you are using a microphone to record something that is loud, such as a rock band, the level would be set to very low to compensate.
5. 
Here you can adjust the playback volume. Right to increase, and left to decrease.
6. 
This is a palette of tools that are used during the editing process, they will be discussed later.
7. 
This is the area where you will see the sound file of the recording that you have just made and will edit it.
