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Career, Technical, & Agricultural Education




PATHWAY:  

Plant Science and Horticulture


COURSE:  

General Horticulture and Plant Science



UNIT: 


FFA and Agricultural Education Orientation
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Introduction
Annotation: 
In this lesson, students will obtain a basic understanding of the FFA organization and will be encouraged to learn about and join the local FFA chapter.  
Grade(s): 
	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
1 hour
Author:  Elizabeth Mulkey 

Additional Author(s): 

Students with Disabilities:
For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.

Focus Standards

GPS Focus Standards: 
AG-GH/PS-1:  The student becomes oriented to the comprehensive program of agricultural education, learns to work safely in the agriculture lab and work sites, demonstrates selected competencies in leadership through the FFA and agricultural industry organizations, and develops plans for a supervised agricultural experience program (SAEP).

A. Explains the role of the Agriculture Education program and the FFA in personal development.
GPS Academic Standards:
SSEM12: The student will explain how the Law of Demand, the Law of Supply, prices, and profits work to determine production and distribution in a market economy.

MM1P4: Students will make connections among mathematical ideas and to other disciplines. 
MM1P5: Students will represent mathematics in multiple ways. 

SCSh8: Students will understand important features of the process of scientific inquiry.

ELA9RC2: The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas. 

SCSh2:  Students will use standard safety practices for all classroom laboratory and field investigations.

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:


Understandings & Goals

Enduring Understandings: 


Students will learn about specific benefits and opportunities of being enrolled in agriculture classes and joining FFA. Students will gain an understanding of activities in which they can currently participate, as well as future careers in agricultural fields.

Essential Questions: 

What are the benefits of the unique relationship between agriculture education and FFA?
Knowledge from this Unit:  
1.
Explain the benefits of agriculture classes.


2.
Explain the benefits of the FFA.

3.
Help students understand how they can become a part of FFA.
Skills from this Unit:  
 

Students will be able to list and explain the benefits and opportunities of agriculture classes and FFA. Students will choose activities they want to become involved with after exploring state and national FFA resources.

Assessment(s)
Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	X
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	_x_ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	X
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment(s) Title:
Individual Learning Activity

Group Learning Activity

Presentation Learning Activity
Assessment(s) Description/Directions:
Attachments for Assessment(s):

Lesson Evaluation

Lesson Evaluation Key


Learning Experiences
Instructional planning: Include lessons, activities and other learning experiences in this section with a brief description of the activities to ensure student acquisition of the knowledge and skills addressed in the standards. Complete the sequence of instruction for each lesson/task in the unit. 
Sequence of Instruction

1.  Identify the Standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom for each lesson.


2.  Review Essential Questions.


3.  Identify and review the unit vocabulary. 


4.  Introduction Activity
5. Teaching Procedure:
Introduction and Mental Set

Write each of the following topics on a card, divide the students into teams and allow them to choose cards.  With the card a representative has chosen, the team should send a representative to the chalk board to draw the topic on the card.  The remaining team mates should try to guess what is being drawn.  This is a similar format to Win-Lose-or-Draw.  Keep score and reward the team that has the highest score.  Make sure that each team has the same number of opportunities to draw, not all topics must be drawn.  The topics could be:


Leadership



Travel


Teamwork



Community Service


Field Trips



Money


Awards




Friends


Fun




College scholarships


Animals




Plants


Magazine



Sunshine, outdoors


Conventions


Hunting, fishing, wildlife

Discussion

1. Explain the benefits of agriculture classes.  Example: hands on

activities, using your knowledge from class and lab to participate in Career Development Events (CDE) in the FFA and in a Supervised Agricultural Experience Program (SAE) to help you choose and be successful in a career.


2. The Benefits of FFA.  Stress to students that FFA membership is a part of agricultural education class.  This membership will allow them the opportunity to travel, win awards, receive the magazine and be eligible for college scholarships.  Membership is not optional, but mandatory for many of the best aspects of agricultural education.

3. 
 Use page 3 of the Advisor's Guide to the FFA Student Handbook.  Explain to the students how the three parts of the agricultural education program work together.  

4.
Discuss agricultural related careers.  Ask each student to write down what they want to be when they are finished with their education.  Also ask them to write what education after high school they plan to pursue.  Have a couple of the students volunteer to share their responses with the group.  Only, don't allow the students to speak their answers, they should act them out as if playing charades.  After each finishes presenting their response, relate their response to agriculture.  Example, if a student wishes to pursue a college degree and a career as a journalist point out the growing field of agricultural communications, the fact that there are several National FFA Ag communications scholarships, the proficiency award in that area, the opportunities for employment and the fact that serving as the chapter reporter or preparing a chapter newsletter would be great experience.
5.
Show the Make It Happen - Join FFA! video or a local FFA video to show students some of the fun and rewards of being in agriculture classes and the FFA.  Also show, if possible or time requires, the National Convention Highlights video.

6. Access the National and Georgia FFA websites, either as a class or individually.  Have students explore each site and its contents.  They should each (or in groups they work with) be responsible for finding two activities, awards or news items that are of interest to them.  Ask several to share their items of interest with the group once all are finished exploring the sites.

If accessing the site in class is not possible, put students in groups and distribute copies of the Official FFA Manual, the recent issues of New Horizons (especially those with Georgia FFA News inserts) and the Student Handbook and have them complete the same activity.

7. Use the local list of FFA activities participated in for students to choose the ones that interest them the most and spend time talking about them. 

Summary

“What’s in FFA for Me?” worksheet.  Urge students to join FFA and use an FFA calendar to remind them of upcoming events that they don't want to miss!

Present the Power Point presentation reviewing Chapter One in the Student Handbook is a great summary review.  

Evaluation
Students should write their names on a piece of paper and find a corresponding activity, event or area of agricultural education/FFA that they are interested in; some or all should share with the class.


Example:

J- Jamboree for Greenhands

I- International trips offered by National FFA

M- Meetings of the chapter and the cookouts with each meeting
Attachments for Learning Experiences: 

Group learning activity






Individual learning activity 






Presentation learning activity

Notes & Reflections: 
Culminating Performance Task (Optional)
Culminating Unit Performance Task Title:  
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 


Unit Resources 
Web Resources:
Attachment(s): 
Materials & Equipment: 
Handbooks (Chapter 1) Make IT Happen - Join FFA! 

Videotape, What's in FFA for me?

Videotape, National Convention Highlights (for the most recent year available)

Worksheet (Handbook, Chapter 1)

Power Point Presentation (Student Handbook, Chapter 1) 

FFA New Horizons Magazine Copies

Official FFA Manual (multiple copies)

Optional:


The National and Georgia FFA websites

A local FFA video of the previous year’s activities

A list of FFA activities that your local chapter has participated in or would like to begin to participate in

An FFA calendar of events for the current month
What 21st Century Technology was used in this unit?
Top of Form

	
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	x
	Website
	
	


Bottom of Form
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Agriculture 








Georgia CTAE Resource Network Unit Plan Resource
 
Unit _1.1__ • Page 5 of 6

