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Career, Technical, & Agricultural Education




PATHWAY: 

Plant Science and Horticulture


COURSE: 

AG-GH-PS 01.461 General Horticulture and Plant Science 
UNIT: 


History and Future of Agricultural Education and FFA 
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Introduction
Annotation: 
In this lesson, students will examine and familiarize themselves with the history of the FFA organization, as well as gaining a better understanding of the future of this organization.
Grade(s): 
	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:
4 hours

Author: Elizabeth Mulkey

Additional Author(s): 

Students with Disabilities:
For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.

Focus Standards

GPS Focus Standards: 
AG-GH-PS-1a
The student becomes oriented to the comprehensive program of agricultural education, learns to work safely in the agriculture lab and work sites, demonstrates selected competencies in leadership through the FFA and agricultural industry organizations, and develops plans for a supervised agricultural experience program (SAEP).

a. Explain the role of the Agriculture Education Program and the FFA in personal development.

GPS Academic Standards:
SSEM12: The student will explain how the Law of Demand, the Law of Supply, prices, and profits work to determine production and distribution in a market economy.

MM1P4: Students will make connections among mathematical ideas and to other disciplines. 
MM1P5: Students will represent mathematics in multiple ways. 

SCSh8: Students will understand important features of the process of scientific inquiry.

ELA9RC2: The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas. 

SCSh2: Students will use standard safety practices for all classroom laboratory and field investigations.

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:


Understandings & Goals

Enduring Understandings: 

Students will learn how Agricultural Education and the FFA affect their daily lives. They will know the history of 
the Agricultural Education program and the FFA. They will get a better understanding of the future of 
Agricultural Education and the FFA.

Essential Questions: 

What is the impact of Agricultural Education and the FFA on our society?

Knowledge from this Unit:   
1.
Explain the history of Agricultural Education.
2.
Explain the history of the FFA.

3.
Describe how agriculture and FFA impacts our lives.

4.
Describe how FFA can lead to a successful career.
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will be able to explain the history of Agricultural Education and the FFA. The students will also be able to describe the importance of these programs in meeting the future needs of the agricultural industry. 



Assessment(s)
Assessment Method Type: Select one or more of the following. Please consider the type(s) of differentiated instruction you will be using in the classroom. 
	
	Pre-test

	X
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	_x_ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	X
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment(s) Title:
Introduction Activity

Individual Learning Activity

Group Learning Activity

Presentation Learning Activity
Assessment(s) Description/Directions:
Attachments for Assessment(s):

Lesson Evaluation

Lesson Evaluation Key


Learning Experiences
Sequence of Instruction


1.  Identify the Standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom for each lesson.


2.  Review Essential Questions.


3.  Identify and review the unit vocabulary. 


4.  Lesson Introduction Activity:

5.  Teaching Procedure:
Introduction and Mental Set

The history of the FFA and Agricultural Education is very important in our society. The modernization of agriculture is a result of the efforts of many programs including Agricultural Education and the FFA. Ask the students to name their three favorite things to do in their spare time. Lead a class discussion on hobbies and other things that students have time for in their daily lives. Next, ask them how life would be for them today if there were no grocery stores, restaurants, etc… What if each student had to go home each day and work on their farm? What if the only food that was available to them was the food that they produced on their land? How would life be for each student if they were living in the early days of our nation? Agricultural Education and the FFA have made a difference in our lives by creating more productive farming and processing operations.
Discussion

1.
How did Agricultural Education and the FFA begin?
1917 

The Smith-Hughes National Vocational Education Act establishes vocational agriculture courses. 

1926 

Henry Groseclose, an agriculture teacher trainer and former agricultural education instructor, helps organize the Future Farmers of Virginia for boys in agriculture classes. Soon similar groups are established across the country. The FFV would be used as a model for creation of the FFA in 1928. 

1926 

The American Royal Livestock Show invites vocational agriculture students to participate in National Livestock Judging Contests in Kansas City, MO. 

1928  

During the National Livestock Judging Contests, 33 students from 18 states establish the Future Farmers of America to provide leadership training for high school students of vocational agriculture. During this first annual convention, Leslie Applegate of Freehold, NJ, is elected president and dues are set at 10 cents annually. The national convention was held in Kansas City 1928-1998. 

2. Is Agricultural Education recognized by law? 

Public Law 105-225 
Yes. (formerly Public Law 81-740) 105th Congress Passed Aug. 12, 1998 - [H.R. 1085]  In 1950, the 81st Congress of the United States, recognizing the importance of the FFA as an integral part of the program of vocational agriculture, granted a Federal Charter to the FFA.  In 1998, the 105th Congress of the United States reviewed and passed technical amendments.  
3.
What is the legal name of the FFA?  
Organizational Name: National FFA Organization; 
Changed in 1988 from Future Farmers of America to reflect the expanding career field of Agricultural Education.
4.
What are the important historical events of the National FFA?




1929  

The official colors-national blue and corn gold-are adopted. They are still used today. 

1930 

At the 3rd National FFA Convention, the membership issue is clarified when the all-member, male delegation amend the constitution restricting membership to boys only under Article III, Section B. The official creed is adopted. 

1933 

Ohio, FFA members arrive at the national convention in crisp, blue corduroy jackets with the FFA emblem on the back. Official delegates vote to adopt the jacket as the organization's official dress. Members still wear the nationally-recognized jackets today, honoring the tradition and history of FFA. More than 50,000 are manufactured each year. 

Members across the country celebrate the first National FFA Day. In 1948, this would be changed to FFA Week and celebrated during George Washington's birthday to recognize his pioneering contributions to American agriculture. 

1934 

All states except Rhode Island and Alaska have chartered associations. Rhode Island would charter an association in 1950 and Alaska in 1976. 

1935 

New Farmers of America (NFA), an organization for African-American boys interested in agriculture, is formed and eventually includes 13 states. It is patterned after the New Farmers of Virginia formed in 1927.  

1944 

The National FFA Foundation, Inc., was established in Washington, D.C., to raise money for FFA programs and activities from business, industry, government, individuals and foundation sponsors. Today, the Foundation is located in Indianapolis, In., and raises more than $7.3 million annually. 

1948 

FFA members participate in the organization's first international exchange program with the Young Farmers Club of Great Britain. By 1996, the FFA would send more than 350 students to more than 25 countries annually. 

1950 

The U.S. Congress passes Public Law 81-740, which grants the FFA a Federal Charter and stipulates that a U.S. Department of Education staff member be the national FFA advisor. Today FFA continues to be recognized by Congress as an intracurricular part of the educational program. 

1953 

FFA celebrates its silver anniversary. President Dwight D. Eisenhower is the first sitting president* to address a national FFA convention. The U.S. Post Office issues a special stamp to commemorate the founding of the FFA. 

*Future presidents Richard Nixon (1968), Gerald Ford (1974), Jimmy Carter (1978) and George H.W. Bush (1991) would each speak at a national FFA convention and Ronald Reagan (1988) would address the national convention via a pre-recorded message. (Carter also spoke to the national FFA convention in 1975 and Bush spoke to the national convention in 1987.) Harry S Truman would address the national convention in 1957, four years after leaving office.  

1959 

The FFA headquarters is established in Alexandria, VA, on land which was part of George Washington's estate. The FFA had owned the land since 1939 and used it for national camps. During the dedication, members participating in the first National Leadership Conference for State Officers place a hand full of soil from each state around the flagpole. 

1965 

The New Farmers of America (NFA), the organization for African-American agricultural education students, merges with the FFA, adding 50,000 members. 

1966 

The FFA National Agricultural Career Show, a trade show especially for students, exposes national convention attendees to educational and career opportunities in agriculture. By 1999, 350 exhibitors participated and occupied 400,000 square feet. 

1969 

Women are allowed national membership, which made it possible for them to hold office and participate in competitive events at the regional and national level. Prior to this amendment, women were permitted membership only at the local and state level. Today, 35% of FFA membership is female, while 47% of state leadership positions are held by women. 

The National FFA Foundation hires first full-time staff member in the Madison, WI office, the Wisconsin Secretary of Agriculture Donald McDowell. 

1971  

The National FFA Alumni Association is founded, providing opportunities for former FFA members and other supporters to become involved with their local student chapters. Today, the Alumni Association has 42,000 members. 

1974 

Fred McClure of Texas is elected national FFA secretary, becoming the organization's first African-American national officer. McClure would later serve on President George Bush's staff in Washington, D.C. 

1982 

Jan Eberly is the first female elected National FFA President. 

1988 

Delegates to the national FFA convention change "Future Farmers of America" to the "National FFA Organization" to recognize the growth of agriculture and agricultural education to encompass the more than 300 careers in the science, business and technology of agriculture. Delegates also opened FFA membership to middle school students. 

1991 

The Virgin Islands and Guam are granted association charters and five chapters from Micronesia are granted affiliate chapter charters. 

1994 

Corey Flournoy of Chicago, IL., is elected national FFA president, becoming the organization's first African-American president and first urban student leader. 

1996  

FFA announces its move of the national FFA convention from Kansas City, MO, to Louisville, KY. 

The FFA web site, National FFA Online, goes live. Today, there are more than 35,000 unique visitors per month. 

1998  

The national convention was held in Kansas City for the last time in November 1998; the convention set an attendance record, drawing 49,240 members, guests and supporters. Additionally, the National FFA Center was moved from Alexandria, VA, to Indianapolis, IN. The National FFA Center houses the National FFA Organization, the National FFA Foundation and the National FFA Alumni Association. Approximately 1,000 guests attended the dedication ceremonies on July 20, 1998. And, much like the 1959 dedication, members participating in the State Presidents' Conference placed a cup full of soil from their respective state at the base of the flagpole. 

1999 

The national FFA convention is held in Louisville, KY, for the first time and will stay in Louisville through 2005; attendance was 46,918. 

2000 


FFA continues to expand opportunities for agricultural career


preparation by introducing one new career development event and

two demonstration events. The National FFA Archives, located at


IUPUI in Indianapolis, officially opens.
5.
What are the important historical events of the Georgia FFA?  


The first FFA chapter in the state of Georgia was established in 1928 at Statham High School in Barrow County. 

The Georgia Association was chartered in July of 1929 with 57 chapters and 1,010 members. 

Billy Bowdoin of the Statham FFA Chapter was elected as the first State FFA President, and Mr. M.D. Mobley was the first State Advisor.

Georgia has had 10 National FFA Officers.
In 2006, the Georgia FFA Association had 25,544 members, making us the 3rd largest Association in the nation, and the largest in the Southern Region. 

Currently there are 240 FFA chapters and 350 agricultural education instructors and FFA advisors in the state of Georgia. 

FFA members are involved in 24 Career Development Events areas, such as: 

· Public Speaking

· Livestock Evaluation

· Agricultural Sales

· Environmental/Natural Resources

FFA members are involved in 48 Proficiency Award areas, such as: 

· Agricultural Communications 

· Beef Production

· Emerging Agricultural Technology

· Wildlife Management

376 FFA members will receive their State FFA Degree in 2007. This is the highest degree of membership that an active member can achieve on the state level. 


6.
What are the statistics of the FFA today?
Today (2008), there are 507,763 FFA members, aged 12-21 in 7,439 chapters in all 50 states, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.
41% of FFA members are female; women hold more than 50% of state leadership positions. 

77% of our membership is Caucasian; 17% is Hispanic and 4% is African-American. 

89% of FFA members are in grades 9-12; 6% are in grades 7-8; 5% are high school graduates. 

27% of FFA members live in rural, farm areas; the remainder live in rural non-farm (39%), urban and suburban areas (34%). 

FFA chapters are in 11 of the 20 largest cities, including New York, Chicago and Philadelphia 

The top five membership states are California, Texas, Georgia, Oklahoma and Ohio. 

The 75th National FFA Convention was host to 51,338 members, advisors and supporters.
7.
What does Agricultural Education teach our students?  

More than 11,000 teachers deliver an innovative, cutting-edge and integrated curriculum to students. 

92% offer agriscience 71% offer advanced agriscience and biotechnology; 59% offer agricultural mechanics; 49% offer horticulture; 43% offer animal science; and, 24% offer environment-related In 2001, 59% of qualified agricultural education graduates pursued teaching as a career; over 35 agriculture programs closed due to lack of a qualified teacher and 365 agriculture teachers teach in more than one school 23% of teachers have five or fewer years of teaching experience. 

The shortage of qualified agriculture teachers is the greatest challenge facing FFA and agricultural education. 

8.
Why is agriculture important to you?
Agriculture is the nation's largest employer with more than 22 million people working in some phase-from growing food and fiber to selling it at the supermarket. 

There are 2.19 million farms in the United States. The average size of U.S. farms in 1999 was 432 acres. 

There are 165,102 farms operated by women in the United States. 

Individuals, family partnerships or family corporations own 99% of U.S. farms with fewer than 10 stockholders. Non-family corporations own only 0.4% of America's farms and ranches. 

Americans spend 10.9% of their income on food, the lowest percentage in the world. India spends 51.3%, Mexico spends 24.5%, South Africa spends 27.5%, Japan spends 17.6%, Italy spends 17.2% and the UK spends 11.2%. 

It takes about 40 days for most Americans to earn enough money to pay for their food supply for the entire year. It takes that same American 124 days to earn enough money to pay federal, state and local taxes for the year. 

The annual per capita consumption of Americans is: 204.5 pounds of milk, 196.8 pounds of flour and cereal products, 186.5 pounds of fresh vegetables, 131.8 pounds of fresh fruits, 115.6 pounds of red meat, 65 pounds of poultry, 65.3 pounds of fats and oils, 28 pounds of cheese, 18.9 pounds of rice and 244 eggs. 

The American farmer regains 20¢ of every dollar in agricultural products sold, 39¢ goes to labor, 6¢ goes to taxes and interest, 8.5¢ goes to packaging and the remainder goes to fuel, electricity, transportation, advertising, etc. 

Farm receipts total $208.2 billion dollars each year; most is meat animals ($46,917,000), least is tobacco ($2,308,000). 

A growing number of farmers and ranchers are using computers and modern technology; 90.7% use a computer, 87.4% own a cellular telephone, 51.3% communicate by fax, 72.2% have access to the Internet and 24.5% make online purchases using e-commerce. 

As of May 2000, farmers enrolled 31.4 million acres of their land in the Conservation Reserve Program to protect the environment and provide habitat for wildlife. Farmers and ranchers provide food and habitat for 75% of the nation's wildlife. 

Erosion rate by water on U.S. croplands has been reduced by 24% in the last 18 years. 

Only 2 labor hours and one acre of land required to produce 100 bushels of corn, with farmer using a tractor, 5-bottom plow, 25-foot plow, 25-foot tandem disk, planter, 25-foot herbicide applicator, 15-foot self-propelled combine and trucks. 

9.
How are our students prepared for a career?
Members participate in a hands-on work experience allowing them to apply knowledge learned in class. 

Collectively, FFA members earn $4 billion annually through their hands-on work experience. 

Members participate and learn advanced career skills in 45 national proficiency areas based on their hands-on work experience ranging from food science and technology to agricultural communications to wildlife management to production agriculture.
According to the student magazine readership study, 87% of our students are interested in learning about career exploration, 81% about college preparation and 81% about technology.
Through 23 national career development events, such as public speaking, environment and natural resources and meats evaluation and technology, FFA members extend and test their industry knowledge in a variety of career fields. 

Agriculture is the nation's largest employer, with more than 22 million people working in some phase. FFA prepares members for more than 300 careers in the science, business and technology of agriculture.

National FFA Foundation has raised more than$132 million for the National FFA Organization since    1944. 

1,900 sponsors provided more than $8.7 million for FFA and agriculture programs and activities in 2003. 

FFA scholarships have awarded more than $22 million. 

1,500 students of agricultural education benefited from FFA Scholarships in 2004 

The FFA National Agricultural Career Show covers 260,000 square feet and attracts more than 300 exhibitors 

Summary                                                                                                        

This lesson is intended to educate the student on the history of the Agricultural Education program and the FFA.  Additionally, the opportunities for career success are a fundamental aspect of this lesson. Please reinforce the historical aspect of our program and the need to look towards the future as American agriculture and the FFA continue to thrive in our society.
Evaluation

Written test

Daily Notes

Class Participation

Individual Learning Assignment



Group Learning Activity

Presentation Learning Activity
Attachments for Learning Experiences: 

Individual Learning Activity

Group Learning Activity


Presentation Learning Activity
Notes & Reflections: 
Culminating Performance Task (Optional)
Culminating Unit Performance Task Title:  
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 


Unit Resources 
Web Resources:
Videos from Americas Heartland Web Site

http://www.americasheartland.org/video/119_2_ffa.htm
http://www.ffa.org
http://www.gaaged.org
www.glenrosearkansasffa.org
Attachment(s): 
Materials & Equipment: 
Overhead projector





 

Dry Erase board








Handout 

LCD Projector








Computer

What 21st Century Technology was used in this unit?
Top of Form

	
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	x
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	x
	Website
	
	


Bottom of Form
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Agriculture
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