Exploring Soils Lab Activity

Students should have the chance to feel the textural differences in soil. Teachers can expand upon this activity however they choose, but should obtain samples of each of the three soil particles (sand, silt, and clay).

Supplies: 4 buckets with soil samples – one clay, one sand, one silt, and one of the teacher’s choosing; spray bottle filled with water

1) Have students hold a small amount of one of the samples, mist it with a spray bottle, then “ribbon” the soil, pressing it between their thumb and index finger to see how much of it will stick together before breaking.

2) Repeat with the other two samples, discussing the differences between the three samples.

3) Next, have students close their eyes and take a sample from the fourth bucket, repeat the procedure, and guess which of the three the sample is.

4) Discuss why the sample is categorized as it is, and answer any questions students may have about the process. Also, this is a good opportunity to promote the Land Evaluation CDE, as determining soil texture is part of the process of the event.
