WHAT IS A GROWING MEDIUM?
Modern greenhouse products have made the use of the word soil almost misleading.  Greenhouse crops may be produced very efficiently without the use of any soil.  In fact, production seems to be moving rapidly to a soilless production.

A Growing medium might be a better term to describe the substance used for growing plants.  A Growing medium and soil are used interchangeably in the trade talk even though the substance described may not contain any soil at all.  The term dirt should never be used to describe a soil medium since the use of it shows the person’s lack of understanding of soil science.  

A Growing medium is the more accurate term and will be used throughout this lesson except in those instances where soil is more descriptive.

Growing medium - any substance that provides growing conditions for roots so that the plant is supplied with water, nutrients, and oxygen.

You may be surprised at the substances we can now call growing media. Among the endless flat are air, gravel, soil, and water. For example, Spanish moss takes its oxygen, water, and nutrients directly from the air. Hang it on your window shade and it is well satisfied. Another example is the mosses that grow on our ponds and lakes; their growing medium is the water.

We have already said that soil is becoming less popular in greenhouse crop production, but it is still commonly used. Let's use soil as our basis for studying "growing media." The principles of soil science are easily applied to other growing media to aid in proper selection.

