Individual Learning Activity

Lesson:
Soil Sampling
Assignment:
Provide a soil tube or soil auger (if available in your program) for students to use.  If these are not available, students can use a shovel.


Have students collect a soil sample from an area around their home.  They should identify the area, the crop to be grown (garden, lawn grass, shrub bed, pasture, etc.), label the sample, and list all needed information such as person’s name, address, and county.  All samples should then be taken to the local county extension office to be sent to the state soils lab to be analyzed.  There will be a cost of about five dollars per sample.  Results each sample will be sent directly to the student who collected it.


Have students bring in the soil test result sheets and discuss and compare the recommendations

Individual Learning Activity

Lesson:
Fertilizers
Assignment:
Choose one of the topics below and research it. Write a report on your findings that answers the question or explains the concept and shows why it is relevant to your life.




1.
Explain fertilization and fertilizers.
2.
Describe the use of fertilizer.

Minimum Requirements:
1. Paper must be typed in 12 point font and at least one page in length. The paper may be double-spaced. 

2. At least two credible references must be properly cited.

3. All work must be original. No plagiarism! Any use of another’s ideas without giving credit will result in a zero.

4. Papers will be graded on content (amount of good information, accuracy, etc.) and mechanics (grammar, spelling, and punctuation.)

Due Date:

Points/Grade Available:

Individual Learning Activity Rubric

	Content - offers current information on the topic chosen, thoroughly covers each aspect of the question, and demonstrates understanding and mastery of the lesson. The paper should include information and issues of state and local importance.
	35 pts.


	Critical Analysis - logical process of analyzing and reporting information that examines and explains the topic selected. The paper should go beyond simply listing facts and must include why the concept is relevant to the student’s life. 
	25 pts.

	Organization- The paper should have an orderly structure that demonstrates a logical flow of ideas.
	15 pts.

	Mechanics- spelling, grammar, punctuation, font size, double spacing, citation, etc. Essentially, the paper should meet all specifications and be executed following rules of proper written English.
	15 pts.


