
Common Materials Used for Containers
A.
Peat Moss: (peat pots, strips, or pellets)

Advantages are:


· easily molded to various shapes 

· holds moisture

· combines function of a pot and potting soil in one unit

· may be used for direct planting with a rooted plant

· biodegradable

Disadvantages are:

· must be wet at planting 

· usually must be used in a tray

B.
    Plastic

Advantages are:


· lightweight  

· nonporous

· low cost

· neat and clean in appearance

Disadvantages are:


· over-watering can occur

· not biodegradable

C.

Cellulose Fiber:  molded fiber impregnated with some asphalt for longer life

example:  molded packs and garden packs
Advantages are:


· porous

· biodegradable

· good appearance to public 

Disadvantages are:

· higher cost

· bulky for shipping

Common Materials Used for Containers
D.

Clay

1.
Glazed

Advantages are:

· prevents moisture from evaporating 

· more decorative 

2.
Unglazed

Advantage:

· appearance 

Disadvantage:

· soil tends to dry quicken

E.

Wood

Advantages are:

· many sizes and shapes are available 

· appearance

Disadvantages are:

· nonporous

·    weight 

· must use a wood preservative


           Revised February 2009







