
Factors to Consider in the Selection of a Container
A.
Porosity

· Porous- made up of materials that water and air penetrate


example:
unglazed clay, pressured pulp, peat, boxes of untreated wood, moss-lined baskets.

Disadvantages of porous containers-  soil dries out quickly

· Nonporous- prevents air and moisture from penetrating


examples:
glazed clay, plastic and metal pots


Disadvantages of nonporous containers-  must provide best possible drainage and soil aeration to prevent roots from becoming waterlogged

B.
Size

Rule of thumb-
The container needs to be an inch or two larger than the diameter of the plant’s nursery container.

example:
young seedlings- allow additional 2"-3" across 





1 gallon container- 8"-9" pot or 14" basket.

The grower must also consider the weight of the media in a container if selecting containers for hanging baskets.

C.
Drainage

· The media mixture must be sufficiently porous for water to drain readily, yet contain enough organic matter to keep the root area moist between watering.

· Alterations to the containers must sometimes be done to increase drainage such as cleats placed under clay or wooden pots and holes drilled in wooden containers.

· Saucers can be used with plant in indoor containers to help control moisture in the media.
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