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Career, Technical, & Agricultural Education




PATHWAY:  


Plant Science - Horticulture
COURSE:  


Nursery Landscape
UNIT 1.2: 


FFA Basics
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Introduction
Annotation: 
Students will learn about the multi-part structure of agricultural education. Students will be able to recite the FFA Creed and explain the FFA Emblem and proper official dress. Students will also explain the importance and significance of the FFA Motto, Salute, and Program of Activities.

Grade(s): 
	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  

3 hours

Author:  
Elizabeth Mulkey


Students with Disabilities:
For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.

Focus Standards

GPS Focus Standards: 
AG-NL-1.  The student becomes oriented to the comprehensive program of agricultural education, learns to work safely in the agriculture lab and work sites, demonstrates selected competencies in leadership through the FFA and agricultural industry organizations, and develops plans for a supervised agricultural experience program (SAEP).

a. Explain the role of the Agriculture Education program and the FFA in personal development.

GPS Academic Standards:
ELA9RC2  The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas. 

ELA9RC3  The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly. 

ELA9RC4  The student establishes a context for information acquired by reading across subject areas. 

ELA9LSV1  The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions
National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:


Understandings & Goals

Enduring Understandings: 
Students will learn the 3-part structure of the agricultural education program, as well as how FFA fits into this structure. Students will learn the history and significance behind the FFA Creed, then memorize the Creed and present it in front of the class. Students will gain an understanding of the parts and significance of the FFA Emblem in addition to the FFA Motto, Salute, and Mission Statement. Students will learn what proper official dress entails for males and females. Students will also learn about the importance of the Program of Activities.

Essential Questions: 
What are some of the basic components of FFA that are necessary to understanding the program as a whole?

Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will learn the FFA Creed, Motto, Salute, and Mission Statement. Students will also know the parts of the FFA Emblem, official dress, and the structure of agricultural education.


Skills from this Unit:  
Students will be able to explain and recite the FFA Creed, FFA Motto, and FFA Salute. Students will know the structure of agricultural education, the FFA Mission Statement, the parts of the FFA Emblem, and proper official dress for both males and females. Students will also be able to explain the importance of the Program of Activities.

Assessment(s)
Assessment Method Type: Select one or more of the following. Please consider the type(s) of differentiated instruction you will be using in the classroom. 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	X
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment(s) Title: 
Individual Learning Activity

Group Learning Activity

Presentation Learning Activity


Assessment(s) Description/Directions: see attached
Attachments for Assessment(s): 
Individual Learning Activity

Group Learning Activity

Presentation Learning Activity



Learning Experiences
Instructional planning: Include lessons, activities and other learning experiences in this section with a brief description of the activities to ensure student acquisition of the knowledge and skills addressed in the standards. Complete the sequence of instruction for each lesson/task in the unit. 
Sequence of Instruction

1.  Identify the Standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom for each lesson.


2.  Review Essential Questions.


3.  Identify and review the unit vocabulary. 
4.   Introduction and Mental Set: Begin by giving students statistics about FFA: 7,439 Chapters in all 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands; 507,763 members as of 2008; Georgia had 3rd largest membership with over 25,500 members
Class Discussion and Instruction

1) Structure: Draw the three-circle model of agricultural education on the board for the students. 

a. Explain that FFA is one part of the total experience of agricultural education. 

b. Explain to students that FFA will be the first topic of instruction and SAE and the history and development of agricultural education will be covered later. However, emphasize that parts of the Creed, the Program of Activities, and CDEs that will be covered all include parts of the SAE in them. Additionally, the instruction taking place is the Class/Lab component of the model. Essentially, the parts of agricultural education are intertwined; hence the continual overlap in the model.
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2) The FFA Creed: Begin the discussion with a video or DVD performance of a student presenting the Creed. If none of these resources are available, several chapters have put Creed videos on Youtube, so a suitable example of Creed presentation should not be difficult to locate.

a. Give students the basic information about the Creed: written by E.M. Tiffany, adopted at the 3rd National Convention, revised at the 38th and 63rd National Conventions.

b. Distribute copies of the Creed for each student and have them attempt to put the Creed in their own words.

c. Discuss the fact that the revisions of the Creed have reflected changes in FFA, but the majority of the Creed and its message have stayed the same throughout the years. 

d. Assign the activity of learning the Creed. This can be done in several ways. Some teachers assign one paragraph per day, while others give students a week to learn each paragraph and students present the Creed cumulatively each Friday. Other teachers have speed drills to see which student can accurately say the Creed the fastest, while some let the class sit and recite the Creed one word at time, with each student saying one word and the student behind them saying the next word, etc. The purpose of the assignment is to help students gain a personal understanding of the significance of the Creed, not demand short-term memorization without comprehension, so the method that best suits the needs of the class should be chosen.

3) FFA Emblem: Show the students a picture of the FFA Emblem, and then ask them to name the different parts they see. 

a. Eagle:  Symbolizes the National Scope of the FFA Program

b. Cross Section of an Ear of Corn:  Represents common agricultural interests across the United States

c. Owl:  Represents wisdom and knowledge

d. Plow:  Represents hard work and dedication

e. Rising Sun:  Promise of a new day in agriculture or progressive agriculturists.

f. The Words:  Represent the importance of FFA in Agriculture Education
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4) Official Dress: Explain to students the origins of the FFA jacket (Gus Lintner, Fredricktown FFA Chapter, adopted in 1933.)

a. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mS4H0APaNC4&feature=related is a video of Gus Lintner talking about the FFA jacket

b. Explain the importance of knowing about official dress. Emphasize that tradition is a vital part of FFA; the well-known FFA jacket is a common bond between members.

c. Also discuss the official colors, which are found on the jacket, and their significance: National Blue and Corn Gold (national scope of FFA and common interests).

d. Official dress for females:

i. Black skirt - Skirt is to be at least knee length, hemmed evenly across the bottom, with a slit no longer than 2 inches above the knee, excluding the kick pleat 

ii. White collared blouse & Official FFA blue scarf

iii. Black dress shoes with a closed heel and toe (no boots, sandals, open-toed shoes, tennis shoes, )

iv. Black nylon hosiery

v. Official FFA jacket zipped to the top.

vi. Black Slacks may be appropriate for traveling and outdoor activities.

e. Official dress for males:

i. Black dress pants (no jeans - blue or black, leather, pleather, etc.)

ii. White dress shirt & Official FFA tie

iii. Black dress shoes with a closed heel and toe. (no boots, sandals, open-toed shoes, tennis shoes, )

iv. Black socks 

v. Official FFA jacket zipped to the top 

f. Awards and degrees:

i. Chapter degree, officer and award medals should be worn beneath the name of the right side of the jacket. 

ii. State FFA Degree or American Degree key should be worn above the name or attached to a standard key chain.

iii. No more than 3 medals should be worn on the jacket. These should represent highest degree earned, highest office held and the highest award earned.

5) FFA Motto, Salute, and Mission Statement:

a. FFA Motto: “Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live Living to Serve.”

i. Ask students to explain how the motto relates to different aspects of the program they have learned about (SAE, practical education in the classroom, service through FFA, etc)

ii. Have students memorize the Motto and recite it or write a paragraph explaining the meaning.

b. Salute: Pledge of Allegiance

c. Mission Statement: FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and career success through agricultural education.

i. Explain in your own words how FFA promotes leadership, growth, and leads to career success through career development events, SAE's and leadership opportunities.
6) Program of Activities: the POA is the chapter’s roadmap for the year, helping plan the activities and events the chapter will coordinate and take part in.

a.   Student

· Leadership

· Healthy Lifestyles

· Supervised Agricultural Experience 

· Scholarship 

· Agricultural Career Skills 

b. 
Chapter

· Chapter Recruitment

· Financial

· Public Relations

· Leadership

· Support Group

c. 
Community

· Economic

· Environmental

· Human Resources

· Citizenship

· Agricultural Awareness

d. 
Ideally, all chapter members should be involved in the planning process through committees.

e. 
A complete lesson on the POA is located on the Georgia AgEd website (Curriculum/Lesson Plans, High School Lesson Plans, Agricultural Leadership and Personal Development).

Conclusion: Ask students if there are any questions about specific areas of FFA. Additionally, if students heard or saw an aspect of the agricultural education program in which they were particularly interested, they can choose this aspect as the topic of their paper or presentation after obtaining teacher approval.

Attachments for Learning Experiences: 
Notes & Reflections: 
Culminating Performance Task (Optional)
Culminating Unit Performance Task Title:  Group/Individual/Presentation Learning Activities
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 

Unit Resources 
Web Resources: 
www.gaaged.org

www.glenroseArkansasFFA.org (Parts of FFA Emblem, FFA Emblem, Essentials of an FFA chapter)
PowerPoints:

FFA Emblem, Pledge, and Creed

FFA Jeopardy Quiz Game

Quiz Game FFA Creed

Attachment(s):
Materials & Equipment: 
Computer

Projector

Video/DVD of FFA Creed Presentation

Handouts

FFA Jacket

What 21st Century Technology was used in this unit:
Top of Form

	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	X
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	X
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	X
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
	
	


Bottom of Form

[image: image3.jpg]



Agriculture








Georgia CTAE Resource Network Unit Plan Resource
 
Unit _1.2____ • Page 1 of 7

