Insect

Insect Classification: 

The class Insecta is separated into two subclasses and 26 orders.  Only about 12 orders contain major pests of agriculture.  Major characteristics of the Insecta include: 

1) 3 distinct body regions

2) 3 pairs of legs in adults

3) wings

Insecta Subclasses: 

Two subclasses are recognized on the basis of wing character and type of development.

1) Apterygota 

a) wingless, ancestor had no wings

b) ametabolous development - Protura, Thysanura, Collembola

2) Pteygota

a) winged or ancestors had wings

b) pauro-, hemi-, or holometabolous development

Insect Orders
A. Classification within an order is based on 

(1) wings present or absent, if present the type and the strucutre;

(2) type metamorphosis;

(3) type mouthparts;

(4) various other distinctive structures.













