Site Plan Vocabulary
Architectural Drawing & Design II

Unit 6: Site Plans
1. Bearing line: a horizontal direction expressed in degrees east or west of a true or magnetic north or south direction.                                            
2. Contour Interval: the vertical distance between two adjacent contours                                  

3. Contour Lines: a line connecting points which have the same elevation on a site plan
4. Easement: an area of a piece of property giving rights to another for the purpose of placing power lines, drains, and other specified uses                                            

5. Estimated Contours: contour lines that are not the result of a survey; represented by short dashed lines                              

6. Landscape Plan: a plot plan that is designed to show the type and placement of trees, shrubs, flowers, gardens, and pools on the site
7. Meridian arrow: arrow on a site plan that shows which direction is north                                       

8. Plat: a plan or map, as of land                                                       

9. Property Lines: the length and bearing of each line of the site boundary
10. Setback Lines: lines that indicate the required distances of the location of a structure in relation to the boundaries of the property                                            

11. Site Analysis: a complete analysis to determine the ideal location and placement of the structure on the site; should include things such as natural contour, trees, view, surrounding houses, code restriction, style of house to be built, solar orientation, placement of septic systems, and size and shape of the site                                           

12. Site plan: a plan view drawing which shows the site, location, and orientation of the buildings on the property
13. Survey: a description of the measure and marking of land, including maps and field notes, which describe the property

14. Topography: refers to site characteristics such as contour of the land, trees, or other natural features                         

15. Zoning Ordinances: building restrictions which regulate size, location, and type of structures to be built in specific areas
