Calculating square footage
It’s easy to get the area of a room. Multiply the length by the width to get the area of a rectangle. 

But what if the room is not an even number of feet? What if it is 14’-9” by 12’-6”?

The easiest way is to convert the feet and inches into a decimal equivalent. 

Since there are 12 inches in a foot, when you read 14’-9”, you are being told that there are 12 feet and 9 parts of a foot. To see this as a fraction it would look like 14 + 9/12 feet. 

If you want to use a traditional calculator, first find the decimal equivalent of 9/12 (or ¾) which is .75. In your calculator, you would enter 14.75 for 14’-9”. (14 feet to .75 of a foot or 9”)

The distance 12’-6” is 12 + 6/12 feet. In your calculator, you would enter 12.5 for the distance.  So your square footage would be 14.75 x 12.6 = 185.85 which you would round up to 189 square feet.
Most designers learn the decimal or fractional equivalents of feet and inches quickly to make mental calculations.

3” equals .25 feet

6” equals .5 feet

9” equals .75 feet

