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PATHWAY:  
Broadcast/Video Production
COURSE:  

Broadcast/Video Production 1
UNIT 8: 

Broadcast Scripts
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Annotation:  
This unit will cover the various types of script formats involved in EFP (Electronic Field Production) and ENG (Electronic News Gathering).  It will also cover tips on script writing.
Note: Depending on what textbook an instructor uses, and what the background of the instructor is, the number of different script formats and the terminology may vary.  As with many things in BVP, an instructor could spend an entire semester on any one subject.  This unit will cover the standards using the following script formats: A/V Script, News script, Package script, Screenplay, and Storyboard.  It will be up to the instructor to determine which formats, if any, the instructor wants to have the students produce a project from.  
Grade(s):  
	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  

            
5-10, 50 Minute Periods (if producing projects from the scripts)
Author:     

 Earl Gray
Students with Disabilities:
For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
ACCT-BVP1-5 
Students will identify and create different script types. 

a)
Identify scripts by format. 

b)
List steps leading to the development of various types (i.e. news and/or sitcom) 
of broadcast scripts. 
c)
Define terminology used in broadcast scriptwriting. 

d)
Plan and produce a storyboard. 

e)
Write broadcast scripts as assigned
GPS Academic Standards:


ELA12LSV2 

The student formulates reasoned judgments about written and oral communication in 




various media genres. The student delivers focused, coherent, and polished 





presentations that convey a clear and distinct perspective, demonstrate solid reasoning, 



and combine traditional rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, and 




description. 
ELA9W2 

The student produces technical writing that reports technical information and/or 




conveys ideas clearly, logically, and purposefully to a particular audience, the student.
National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
MLIV.INT1 

The students comprehend spoken and written language on new and familiar topics 




presented through a variety of media in the target language, including authentic 




materials. 
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Enduring Understandings: 

Students will understand that there are various script formats that are used in broadcasting & video 
production. Students will understand that the different formats have different applications (a script for a 
newscast will look and be used differently than a script for a thirty second ad).

Essential Questions: 

What is the purpose of a script and why are there different script formats?


* Which format is best suited for a particular project?


What is a Package and how do I produce one?


*How is a PKG script different than a newscast script?


What is a Screenplay and how do I write one?


What is a storyboard and how is it used in video production?



*What advantages might a storyboard have over a script?
Knowledge from this Unit:  

          Students will be able to:

Explain procedures used to write a script.


Describe which script format is best suited for a particular project.


Define terminology used in script writing.

Skills from this Unit:  

          Students will:

Write scripts in various formats


Shoot projects from scripts.

Prepare a storyboard and shoot a project from it.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	X
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	_X_ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	X
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	X
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	_X_ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

_X_ Practice quizzes/tests

	X
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

_X_ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	X
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

_X_ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	X
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	_X_ Student/teacher conferences
_X_ Partner and small group discussions

_X_ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	X
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_X_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	X
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
Project work (writing, shooting, and editing)
Writing drills

Unit quiz
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LESSON 1:  SCRIPT FORMATS

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

ACCT-BVP1-5 
Students will identify and create different script types. 

a)
Identify scripts by format. 

b)
List steps leading to the development of various type ( i.e., news and/or sitcom) 
broadcast scripts. 
c)
Define terminology used in broadcast scriptwriting. 

d)
Plan and produce a storyboard. 

e)
Write broadcast scripts as assigned
2.
Review Essential Question(s)- Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

What is a script and why are there different script formats?
· Which format is best suited for a particular project?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Script
	A/V Script
	Screenplay

	Broadcast News Script
	Package Script
	Treatment

	Brainstorming
	Storyboard
	A-Roll

	B-Roll
	Primary Shots
	


4.
Interest approach – Mental set


Since most people enjoy movies you can start a discussion by asking how a movie is shot.  How do the actors know what to say?  Who decides where/how a scene is shot?  Behind every movie or drama show on TV is a script (screenplay), and behind most ads on TV are A/V scripts.
5.   
Follow that up by showing examples of various script formats (attached documents) and explaining why and how they are used.  Students should be able to visualize what a project will look like by reading the script.

6.
Present script terminology in a PowerPoint (attached) and have students take notes.

7.  
A/V SCRIPT PROJECT: Break the class into groups (2-4 students each) and have them produce a project using the A/V script format (the instructor may choose to use a different script format). A good project is to have them produce a 30 or 60 second advertisement or PSA, which is well suited to an A/V script.  The instructor can chose the topic, have the students pick from a list of 3-5 topics, or have the students come up with their own idea.  The order should be as follows:

· Brainstorm to come up with an idea
· Write a Treatment expressing the idea
· Type the A/V script on a Word document
· Shoot the video from the script
· Edit the video (Editing is optional)
LESSON 2:  Package (PKG) Scripts

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

• What is a Package and how do I produce one?



*How is a PKG script different than a newscast script?

2.
Videotape a newscast (local or national) and show a segment or two to the class.  Explain the various elements (tease open, OTS - Over The Shoulder Graphics) paying particular attention to a VO (Voice Over), SOT (Sound On Tape), and a PKG (Package).  

Point out that the three primary elements in a PKG are: 
· 1) Sound Bites from interviews
· 2) Voice Track (the script the reporter writes)
· 3) Cover Video.  The sound bites & voice track are the A-Roll portion of the PKG script; the cover 



video is the B-Roll.
3. 
Next have students write a short essay describing a class they are taking.  Have them write it objectively in the 3rd person.  Encourage them to be descriptive and to satisfy most of the 5 W’s (who, what, where, when, and why).  Have an example of a student essay to show the class.  Explain how if a TV reporter were assigned to do a story on that class their script would be similar to the student essay (this helps take some of the fear out of writing a script).  Explain how a reporter would come into the room, gather information (the 5 W’s), conduct interviews with the teacher and/or students to get a subjective point of view and to help describe the class, and the photographer would shoot cover video of the class doing their daily lessons.  The reporter would then log the tape (writing down a description of the shots & paraphrasing the interviews) making note of particular shots and sound bites; write the script incorporating sound bites to help tell the story; go into an audio booth and record their script (this is the voice track) and then hand the script & voice track tape over to the photographer or editor to edit the PKG (Note: at some stations the reporters shoot, write, & edit their own stories).

Reshow an example of a PKG script paying attention to how sound bites are marked with IN & OUT cues (explain what this is) or how a sound bite may be written out verbatim.




3A.
Present the Producing a PKG PowerPoint.  Be sure to emphasize the order: interview, log, 


write, track, edit.
4.   PKG PROJECT: Divide the class into groups of 2-4 students each.  Assign each group a class to go produce a PKG on (you can use any subject but shooting another class – and your own – is a good way for teachers to have a DVD of what their class is about). The students should have a list of open ended questions to ask (Art of the Interview attachment).  Following the order is important: shoot, log, write, track, edit.  

Some TV stations have PKG script software that presents the script much like a regular news script (video or director cues on the left – the writing on the right (audio), while other software presents the PKG script much like it would look if you opened a Word document and wrote it in essay form.  I encourage students to use the latter format.


To record the voice track have the students read their script into a microphone attached to a camera so the audio will be high quality.
In editing encourage students to put the A-roll (voice track & interviews) down first and then cover (B-roll) the tracks (the words of the voice track & sound bites are telling the editor what to cover them with).  
LESSON 2-A:  Scripts for Broadcasting (Newscast, Sportscast, etc.)

1. Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


*How is a PKG script different than a newscast script?

2. Show an example of a script from a newscast.  Preferably have an example that includes a VO & SOT. 
Show how the format is the same as an A/V script in that the director (video) cues are on the left and 
that what is read (audio) by the anchor is on the right.  Show how the script is written from an 
objective point of view and how the sentences are short and contain few (if any) large, hard to speak 
words.  Have a discussion on why this is so.



 Distribute a wire story (any news, sports, or entertainment website) that is at least one page long.  
Explain how if you were to have a student read the story aloud it may take several minutes, and how 
the challenge for broadcasters is to take that same story and say it over the air in about 20 seconds.  
This is following the A,B,C’s of news writing; Accuracy, Brevity, & Conciseness.



Have the students re-write the story in 4-5 sentences, paying close attention to the 5 W’s and the H 
(Who, What, Where, When, Why, & How).  This class assignment should be critiqued, returned, and 
gone over with.  This is an excellent opportunity to teach across the curriculum and help students 
with their English.

· Having student’s re-write wire stories (or having a weekly writing prompt) is something that can be used throughout the year.  Aside from helping them with their writing it can be a good filler for when they are finishing projects at different times. 

LESSON 3:  SCREENPLAY

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What is a screen play and how do I write one?


Note: Show BVP I students what a screenplay looks like and explain how it is the script used in film 
making and network drama/comedy shows. This allows them to be able to identify a screenplay and 
to contrast it to the other styles of scripts.   I only have the advanced class actually write a screenplay 
and produce a project from it.  The steps listed below are used in my advanced class but it is up to 
each instructor to decide if they want BVP I students to prepare a screenplay.
2.
SCREENPLAY PROJECT: Direct student’s to www.scriptologist.com.  The website has a brief and easy 
to understand explanation on writing a screenplay, and it also has a short sample for students to 
practice on.  
3. Direct the students to write a 5 page screen play.  It can be an original work or can be taken from the 
pages of a book (if it is a book the students must bring in the book).  I direct students to 
www.screenwriting.info which is a good, no frills resource on screenplays.
4. After setting up this project I have the students do the bulk of the work at home and set a due date.  
Depending on the size of the advanced class we’ll review and discuss the screenplays and allow them 
to pick one to shoot a project from.
•
LESSON 4:  STORYBOARDS

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


•        What is a storyboard and how do I draw one?




* What advantages might a storyboard have over a script?

2.
Using the comics from the Sunday newspaper or a comic book, begin by telling the students which comics or super heroes you enjoy and ask them which ones they enjoy.  Show how some comics don’t use captions yet one is still able to determine the storyline from the drawing alone.  Show how some artist draw their comics using some of the same techniques videographers use (look room, head room, shot variety-WS,MS,TS’s, etc.).  Then give the students a topic and ask them to draw a storyboard to tell the story.  They should use at least six panels, and although stick figures are okay, the storyboard should have shot variety (Wide, Medium, & Tight shots).
3. STORYBOARD PROJECT: Break the class into groups (2-4 students each) and have them produce a project using the A/V script format. A good project is to have them produce a 30 or 60 second advertisement or PSA, which is well suited to an A/V script.  The instructor can chose the topic, have the students pick from a list of 3-5 topics, or have the students come up with their own idea.  The order should be as follows:
· Brainstorm to come up with an idea
· Write a Treatment expressing the idea
· Draw the storyboard 
· Shoot the video from the storyboard
· Edit the video (Editing is optional)
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

· Scripts terminology PowerPoint
· Examples of various scripts on Word documents 

NOTES & REFLECTION:

One of the most important things students need to take away from this unit is the understanding that there is not one type of script that works well for everything.  Students need to realize the importance of preplanning (If you fail to plan, plan to fail).  If a project has been well thought out and SCRIPTED, the shoot is easy. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Students will be able to draft scripts in any of the various formats addressed in the is unit..

Students will be able to take a script (and/or storyboard and follow it as a roadmap to produce a project)
Students will be quizzed on knowledge of scripts.
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
Students will be able to be given an assignment and not only know what type of script is best suited for producing the project, but then will be able to write the script and produce the project using the script as a road map.
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
Broadcast scripts terms PowerPoint

A/V script (student sample)

Package script (student sample)

Newscast script (student sample)

Screenplay (student sample – 1 page only)

Art of the Interview

Producing a PKG PowerPoint
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Web Resources:
· www.screenwriting.info
· http://www.scriptologist.com/Magazine/Formatting/formatting.html
· http://journalism.about.com/od/writing/a/broadcast.htm
Materials & Equipment: 
· Computers to prepare scripts
· Video equipment
· Audio equipment
· Editing equipment
21st Century Technology Used:
	
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	X
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	X
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
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