Good Consumer Project

Make-Up Assignment

The point of this assignment is to develop an understanding and appreciation for discriminative shopping. In other words, when planning our finances it is helpful for all of us to be wise and prudent in our choices. Most of us do not have unlimited funds and thus cannot buy everything we want. Therefore, we must decide where exactly we want those funds to go. Often, we can purchase generic counterparts for the name brands items we enjoy and not really notice any difference except for the savings. Your mission is to compare and contrast the savings and ingredients of several name brand items with their generic counterparts. Additionally, you will analyze the reasoning behind buying generic over name brand.

Part 1:


For EACH of the following products, you must find both a name brand and a generic counterpart. Then you must write down certain information for each. See the table below for an example.

	Item
	Name Brand
	Price
	# Serv
	$ per Serving
	Generic
	Price
	# Serv
	$ Per Serving

	Soda
	Coke
	$1. 19
	8
	$0.15
	Big K (Kroger)
	$0.89
	8
	$0.11

	Juice
	Ocean Spray
	$3.69
	10
	$0.37
	Kroger
	$2.50
	10
	$0.25


The products in the example are soda and juice. For your project you must find information on the following products:

1. Chips

2. Cookies

3. Macaroni and Cheese

4. Ice Cream

5. Cereal

Take the information you find on these five products and create a table, like the one shown above, in which to place your information. This allows any consumer to look at the information and easily tell which is cheaper, and thus the more economical choice. 

Part 2:

For each of the following products, write down the generic and name brand, the price differences and the ACTIVE ingredients (ONLY the active ingredients – not all the ingredients). After obtaining the information, create a table, like the one shown below for your information.

	Item
	Name Brand
	Price
	Active Ingredients
	Generic
	Price
	Active Ingredients

	Aspirin
	Tylenol
	$4.52
	Acetaminophen,

200 mg 
	Equate Brand Headache Medicine (Wall-Mart)
	$3.19
	Acetaminophen,

200 mg

	Ibuprofen 
	Advil
	$4.69
	Ibuprofen USP, 200mg
	Publix Ibuprofen Tablets
	$2.99
	Ibuprofen USP, 200mg


The products in the example are Aspirin and Ibuprofen. For this project, you must find the information on the following products:

1. Headache Medicine

2. Women’s Multivitamin

3. Cold Medicine

Part 3:

Write a 2 paragraph summary of your findings. In your summary, include your tables to show the prices differences. Also, include what you thought about the differences in price and how that relates to someone trying to plan out a budget for themselves. Remember, a budget is a plan we use to help give ourselves some sort of direction in our spending. We want to plan our finances so that we can cover all of our needs and buy as many of our wants as possible. 

Please see me OUTSIDE of class if you need any help with this project or have any questions. 

