Internet Activity

Topic:

International Trade

Course:
International Business



Global Economics

Timeline:
2 hours


Level:

Intermediate
Project Purpose:
Illustrate the balance of trade and interdependence of countries.

NBEA Standard
International Business VIII: Import/Export and Balance of Trade 

Analyze a country’s balance of trade and determine specific conditions that would 

improve its trading potential

Communication I:  Foundations of Communication
Communicate in a clear, courteous, concise, and correct manner on personal and professional levels

B.
Informational Reading 

Level 1

· Read textbooks and online sources for information

· Demonstrate reading comprehension by restating or summarizing

· Apply reading skills to gather information from casual print and electronic media

· Read and follow simple directions

Level 3

· Interpret information from manuals, computer printouts, and electronic sources

· Select an appropriate reading method (e.g., skimming, scanning, speed-reading, and in-depth reading) for a particular situation

· Research information using the Internet and select appropriate materials for reports and presentations

C.
Written Communication 

Level 1

· Take simple notes

Level 2

· Use acceptable standards for grammar, mechanics, and word usage

· Document properly both print and electronic sources to avoid plagiarism

· Write coherent business messages, instructions, descriptions, summaries, and reports using appropriate formats

· Proofread documents to ensure correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation

Level 3

· Apply a variety of specific proofreading techniques to identify and correct errors

· Compare drafts to final document and make editorial changes

· Proofread business documents to ensure that they are clear, correct, concise, complete, consistent, and courteous

· Use a variety of references and resources (both printed and electronic) when writing business documents

· Prepare formal and informal reports using suitable format and supplementing with appropriate graphics

· Compose and produce a variety of business messages and reports using correct style, format, and content

Communication III:  Technological Communication
Use technology to enhance the effectiveness of communication

Level 1

· Use basic software applications (e.g., word processing, spreadsheets, databases, and graphics)

Level 2

· Use basic functions of databases, spreadsheets, and programming languages to format documents

· Use online databases and search engines to find basic business information

International Business Content Standards and Performance Expectations 
IB 6
Import/Export and Balance of Trade 

IB 6.1

Students analyze balance of trade concepts and import/export processes

IB 6.1.3
Identify documents commonly used in the importing and exporting process

IB 6.1.9
Describe several international trade agreements (e.g., GATT, NAFTA)

IB6.1.10
Analyze a country’s balance of trade and determine specific conditions that would improve its trading potential

Computer Applications Content Standards and Performance Expectations 

CA 4
Internet
CA 4.1
Students utilize Internet services

CA 4.1.1
Access business and technical information using the Internet

Business Technology Lab Content Standards and Performance Expectations

BTL 3
Technology

BTL 3.1
Students select and use various business software applications, including personal information management and industry-specific software

BTL3.1.1
Use word processing, desktop publishing, database, and spreadsheet software to prepare usable business documents and to solve organizational problems

Procedures:

You and your classmates are representatives from various countries around the world (teacher assigns).  Your major job responsibility is finding other countries to import from and export to.

1. Research and list five goods that your country imports and five goods that are exported.

2. Find representatives from countries which are exporting the items that you are importing.

3. Create written trade agreements for up to five imported goods and five exported goods with those countries with whom you have chosen to trade.

4. After an agreement is made, the representatives approach the instructor who examines the trade agreements.

5. The instructor places a red marble in the basket of the exporter, and a yellow marble in the basket of the importer.

6. Count and record your yellow marbles (importer).

7. Count and record your red marbles (exporter).

8. Write a narrative that describes your trading process, any difficulties encountered, and your balance of trade (This is based on the ratio of yellow and red marbles you have).

Notes to Teacher:

Teacher will need to provide an explanation of this assignment.

Each student will be assigned a country.

Teacher may wish to substitute peanut M&M’s for exports and plain M&M’s for imports.  The M&M’s may even be color coded by country. This activity could also be performed in groups.
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	Performance Indicators
	Yes
(
	No
(
	Comments

	Job 1—Research
	
	
	

	Accessed appropriate Web sites, documented sites and addresses to obtain export/import information
	
	
	

	· Listed five appropriate exports
	
	
	

	· Listed five appropriate imports
	
	
	

	Jobs 2-5—Trade Agreements
	
	
	

	Wrote appropriate trade agreements for five imported goods
	
	
	

	Wrote appropriate trade agreements for five exported goods
	
	
	

	Obtained appropriate marble for specific transaction (observation)
	
	
	

	Produced error-free documents 
	
	
	

	· Applied correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, word usage, and sentence structure
	
	
	

	· Proofread document and corrected all typographical errors
	
	
	

	· Formatted documents appropriately
	
	
	

	Jobs 6-8—Narrative
	
	
	

	Totaled red marbles (exporter)
	
	
	

	Totaled yellow marbles (importer)
	
	
	

	Explained trading process for country
	
	
	

	Determined and reported trade ratio
	
	
	

	Listed difficulties encountered during trading process
	
	
	

	Work Habits (Teacher Observation)
	
	
	

	Followed all directions
	
	
	

	Remained on task and on appropriate Web sites
	
	
	

	Worked independently
	
	
	

	Completed assignment in allotted time
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