Ethics Defined

Ethics . . .

. . . is the study of values, of how we ought to live

. . . is used interchangeably with morals and values (beliefs; standards by which we live and make decisions)

. . . denotes systematic, rational reflection upon a particular behavior

Values . . .

. . . are defined as standards or ideals which serve as guides to conduct and decision making

(Conneely, 1990)

5 Cornerstones to Ethical Behavior

Do what you say you will do.

Never divulge information given to you in confidence.

Accept responsibility for your mistakes.

Never become involved in a lie.

Avoid accepting gifts that hurt your ability to perform in the best interests of the organization.

(Manske, 1987)
Steps to Making Ethical Decisions:
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