Internet Activity

Topic:


Computer Law

Course:

Business and Personal Law, 
Computer Applications, Business Tech Lab

Timeline:

5-6 hours (half Internet research, half report)

Level:


Intermediate

Project Purpose:
Integrate practical on-line business law research with report skill building.  Search the Internet for information on computer law. Compile your findings in a professional business report.

NBEA Standard


Business Law VII:  Computer Law

Explain how advances in computer technology impact such areas as property law, contract law, criminal law, and international law

A. 
Basics of Computer Law 

Level 3

· Define the key terms involved in computer law

C. 
Contract Issues 

Level 4

· Outline the various claims and defenses that are available in civil suits involving computer contracts

Communication III:  Technological Communication
Use technology to enhance the effectiveness of communication

Level 1

· Demonstrate basic keyboarding and computer functions

· Use basic software applications (e.g., word processing, spreadsheets, databases, and graphics)

· Use CD-ROMs. Videos, and the Internet for knowledge acquisition

Level 2

· Use basic functions of databases, spreadsheets, and programming languages to format documents

· Refine documents using electronic spell check, thesaurus, and grammar check tools

· Use online databases and search engines to find basic business information

Procedures:
1. 1.
Connect on-line and begin a search for information suitable for a report on computer law.  It is easy to get “lost” on the web, so limit your search to 2-3 hours.  Focus your attention on the direction you want your report to go.  Some ideas would be foreign computer laws, career opportunities and requirements for computer law, study of a case or cases in computer law, or defining computer law.  Check with your instructor when you have determined your topic before preparing your report.

2. 2.
Your report needs to be a standard business report with a title page, introduction and conclusion paragraphs, and at least three supporting/explanation main points of your topic.

3. 3.
Begin your search!  You can choose your favorite search engine; use metacrawler (http://www.metacrawler.com/) or use links from some of these recommended web sites:

· defining computer law—www.wellesley.edu/library/comp_crimelaw.html  

· computer lawyer qualifications—www.imdr.com/g_comput.htm
· case studies—www.complaw.com/lawlibrary/ (you can use newsfeed to access actual briefs); www.lightlink.com/spacenka/fors/
· Italian computer law—www.clarence.com/home/diritto/comment2.htm
4. Spend no more than half an hour in your general search.  Narrow down your subject/interest quickly.  Keep notes of the information you find.  Be sure to credit your sources.   Keep track of the web sites and addresses (URL’s) you used.  Once you decide on a subject, begin to outline your ideas with supporting information. The challenge on any web search is to not get tangled.  Narrow your search.  You are searching for a specific purpose.

5. 4.
When your information is gathered, begin working immediately on keying your report.  Proofread your report, create an appropriate title page, and submit your work when due.

5.
Optional activity: Present your findings in an oral report.  Your instructor will inform you regarding whether or not you are to complete this particular activity.

Teacher Notes:    
For information on properly citing Internet addresses as sources, check the following web site for official information: www.classroom.com/resource select the Citing Net Resources section.
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Evaluation Checklist

Computer Law

Name





Date Started




Date Finished



Point Value


Points Earned


	Performance Indicators
	Yes
√
	No
√
	Comments

	Task 1—Accessing Information
	
	

	

	Navigated web search adequately (observation)
	
	
	

	Identified topic and search
	
	
	

	Task 2—Business Report
	
	
	

	Created appropriate title page
	
	
	

	Used correct format
	
	
	

	Selected topic suitable to computer law
	
	
	

	Supported topic through on-line research
	
	
	

	Presented specific, supporting information in report
	
	
	

	Demonstrated knowledge and use of correct spelling, punctuation, grammar, word usage, and sentence structure
	
	
	

	Produced error-free document
	
	
	

	Completed project within designated time frame
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