Internet Activity
Topic:

Famous Trials

Course:
Business and Personal Law

Timeline:
1½ to 2 Hours







Level:

Intermediate

Project Purpose:
Use the Internet to find details and verdicts of a famous trial.

NBEA Standard


Business Law I: Basics of the Law 
Identify consequences of unethical and illegal conduct.

Communications I: Foundations of Communications 

Communicate in a clear, courteous, concise, and correct manner on personal and 

professional levels

B.
Informational Reading



Level 1

· Express reading comprehension by restating or summarizing


Level 2

· Demonstrate basic research techniques to find print and electronic information

C.
Written Communication 

Level 1

· Write logical, coherent phrases, sentences, and paragraphs incorporating correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation

Level 2

· Use acceptable standards for grammar, mechanics, and word usage

· Document properly both print and electronic sources to avoid plagiarism

· Write coherent business messages, instructions, descriptions, summaries, and reports using appropriate formats

· Proofread documents to ensure correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation

Procedures:
1. Access an appropriate Web site.

2. Select a famous criminal trial and summarize the case identifying the charges, defense, evidence, verdict, appeals and Supreme Court decisions (if any).  In conclusion, summarize your opinion:

·  Do you agree with the verdict? 

·  What would you have done differently as the defense?

Note to Teacher:


Examples:  “www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/ftrials/htm, “Yahoo”– keyword “famous trials.”  

Students may work in groups to speed up the project.  

Submitted by:
Kim Kaiser, Hamilton Heights High School


Famous Trials
Evaluation Checklist

Name________________________________________
Date Started___________________

Date Completed_________________
Point Value


Points Earned


	Performance Indicators
	Yes
(
	No
(
	Comments

	Job 1—Web Site
	
	
	

	Accessed appropriate Web site (teacher observation) and document site and address
	
	
	

	Job 2—Report
	
	
	

	Summarized the trial with required information:

· charges

· evidence
· defense
· verdict
· appeals (if applicable)
· Supreme Court decisions (if applicable)
	
	
	

	Summarized personal opinion of the trial verdict:

· Opinion of verdict—right or wrong?

· Rationale for opinion

· What might the student have done differently as a defense?
	
	
	

	· Prepared two – three pages
	
	
	

	· Cited all sources of information properly
	
	
	

	· Applied correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, word usage, and sentence structure
	
	
	

	· Proofread document and corrected all typographical errors
	
	
	

	· Formatted document properly
	
	
	

	Work Habits (Teacher Observation)
	
	
	

	Followed all directions
	
	
	

	Remained on task and on appropriate Web sites
	
	
	

	Worked independently
	
	
	

	Completed assignment in allotted time
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