I. Ethics- a practice of deciding what is right or wrong in a reasoned impartial manner, Ethical decisions must affect you or other in a significant way. An ethical decision is one that is reasoned out typically by referring to a written authority. To make ethical decisions we usually must base our decision on reason, not emotion. Ethical decisions should be impartial- same applies to everyone.

II. Business Ethics- Ethical principals used in making business decisions.

i. Many times ethics are not considered when making business decisions.
ii. Because of potential for profit maximization. 

III. Forms of Ethical Reasoning

1.  Based on consequences

a. Rightness and wrongness are based on results of action.

b. Act with good conscience = good

c. Act with bad conscience = bad

d. Looks for alternative ways to alter the correct situation

e. Attempts to predict the arising consequence for the alteration.

f. Evaluate those possible consequences to select the alternative that produces the greatest good.
2.  Based on Ethical Rules

a. Acts are either right or wrong

b. Good consequences do not justify wrong or bad acts.

c. The acts themselves are judged as right or wrong.

d. Stated for judgment comes from

1. Recognize authority

2. Human reasoning

e. Authority is often a religious source (ten commandments)

f. Human reasoning can shoe what is basically right or wrong

g. Test called universalizing has been developed to help in this effort
i. You picture everyone doing the action- then ask yourself if the result would be irrational, illogical, or demeaning; if so, it’s unethical.

IV. Ethics Reflected in Laws

V. Civil disobedience is an open, peaceful, violation of a law to protest its alleged, or supposed, injustice.

1.  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and others conclude that civil

 disobedience is ethical when

a. A written law is in conflict with ethical reasoning

b. No effective political methods are available to change the law

c. The civil disobedience is nonviolent

d. The civil disobedience does not advance a person’s immediate self-interest

e. The civil disobedience is public and one willingly accepts the punishment for violation the law

