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Introduction

Annotation: 
In this unit students will learn how contracts can be disrupted and a minor’s right to void a contract and identify people who lack contractual capacity.


Grade(s): 
	
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  

5 hours
Author: 
David Mowery & Jessica Rich
Additional Author(s): 


Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.


Focus Standards

GPS Focus Standards: 

BCS-LEB-4 The student identifies rights and responsibilities of contract negotiations. 
a. Differentiates among the ways that a contract can be disrupted (i.e., fraud, non-disclosure, misrepresentation, mistake, duress, and undue influence).
b. Explains a minor's right to void a contract and identify people who lack contractual capacity. 

BCS-LEB-8 The student explains the legal rules that apply to personal property and real property. 
a. Defines real property, personal property, and fixtures and explains why property distinctions are important.
b. Summarizes different methods by which property is acquired and identifies the forms of co-ownership of personal and real property.
c. Defines intellectual property and lists types of intellectual property.

GPS Academic Standards:

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:


Understandings & Goals

Enduring Understandings: 
Essential Questions: 
· What elements are required to make a contract valid?

· Why is ambiguous language detrimental to the validity of a contract?

· How can you communicate the complexities of a contract to a client or customer?

· What is a contract?

· How can a contract be disrupted?

· What rights does a minor have to void a contract?

· What people lack contractual capacity?

Knowledge from this Unit:  

· Students will be able to write a contract with all the required elements.

· Students will understand the importance of direct language and being unambiguous in a contract.

· Students will be able to present the contract to a client.

· Students will understand what constitutes a contract.

· Students will learn different ways that contracts can be disrupted.

· Students will understand a minor’s rights to void a contract and identify people who lack contractual capacity.

Skills from this Unit:  


Assessment(s)

Assessment Method Type: Select one or more of the following. Please consider the type(s) of differentiated instruction you will be using in the classroom. 

	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	X
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

_x_ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences

__ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions

__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment(s) Title:


Music Mogul Project
Assessment(s) Description/Directions:

This project is a capstone project for the contract unit. Students will create a recording company and then design a contract to offer a record deal to a fictional or current artist.  Teachers should first deliver the content of the contract unit using lectures, textbooks, internet activities or other delivery methods before assigning this project.
Attachments for Assessment(s): 

Music Mogul Capstone Project


Learning Experiences

Instructional planning: Include lessons, activities and other learning experiences in this section with a brief description of the activities to ensure student acquisition of the knowledge and skills addressed in the standards. Complete the sequence of instruction for each lesson/task in the unit. 

Sequence of Instruction


1.  Identify the Standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom for each lesson.

2.  Review Essential Questions.

· What elements are required to make a contract valid?

· Why is ambiguous language detrimental to the validity of a contract?

· How can you communicate the complexities of a contract to a client or customer?

· What is a contract?

· How can a contract be disrupted?

· What rights does a minor have to void a contract?

· What people lack contractual capacity?
3.  Identify and review the unit vocabulary. 

4.  Music Mogul Project
Attachments for Learning Experiences: 

Contracts Powerpoint.

Notes & Reflections: 

Culminating Performance Task (Optional)
Culminating Unit Performance Task Title:  


Music Mogul Project

Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
 

This project allows students to infuse some of their own personality into what normally is a very dry subject.  Students may start out creating their own record label and use their creativity and desktop publishing software to create business cards and letterhead.  The project has a couple of websites that students may use as reference.  Alternative sites exist.  However, be sure that students do not become too dependent on online sample contracts and merely cut and paste the sample contract into their own project.  Students must be able to interpret legal jargon and communicate it to a client or customer in a presentation, if they copy and paste, they will not be able to do this.
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 

Music Mogul

Record Company Start – up Project

This project requires students to create a new record company that must go out and sign a band to a LEGAL, BINDING and MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL contract.  

Students will be required to use Microsoft Office software products to create a company identity including a logo, letterhead and a personal business card. A sample copy of the contract must be completely typed out using Microsoft Word. Students must also create a PowerPoint presentation that “sells” their record company and contract offer to the band. PowerPoint presentations will be a minimum of 12 slides with a recommended length of 15 slides. The contracts must cover all the required elements that would make it a legally binding.  Pictures, clip art, video, and sounds/music will help enhance the readability and creativeness of the project, however, these items must be used appropriately and the sources of these images must be documented.

All sources used must be documented using MLA style.  A minimum of 3 sources must be used to gather information.  Photos and other images must be documented, but do not count toward required sources.

Once finished, these projects will be printed and bound using the binding machine. The presentations will be presented to the class. They will be graded using the attached rubric.  Students should use this rubric as a guideline for completing the project and self-evaluation.

See the following outline for content requirements.

I. The parties involved

A. Record Company

B. Artist

1. Band members listed individually

II. Length of agreement

A. Time or number of recordings

III. Production 

A. Company will produce what for the artist?

IV. Contribution by the artist

A. Talents – writing and musical ability

B. Cooperation with company

V. Costs

A. Who pays for what expenses?

B. How are expenses recovered?

VI. Artistic Control

A. Who decides what goes on the recording

B. Titles

C. Non-circumvention of company – artist cooperation

VII. Completion and Release

A. When will the recording be completed – deadline

B. When will the recording be released to the public

VIII. Assignment of rights

A. Company rights to songs, recordings and titles

IX. Licenses for use of artist name & image

A. Promotion and distribution

X. Royalties

A. How will the profits be split between the company and the artist

B. How will the profits be split between band members (if necessary)

XI. Dispute resolution

A. What happens if there is a dispute between the artist and the company?

B. Arbitration

C. Mediation

D. Artist power to purchase rights

The following web resources are recommended:

www.musiccontracts101.com
www.nolo.com
Music Mogul Contract Project

	Evaluation Item
	Not Demonstrated
	Few

Expectations

Met
	Most Expectations

Met
	Meets

Expectations
	Points

Earned

	Company Creation 

Logo, Letterhead, & Business Card
	0
	1-5
	6-10
	11-15
	

	Contract 

All elements in outline covered, contract is in proper form 
	0
	1-9
	10-19
	20-30
	

	PowerPoint Presentation 

Properly covers information in the contract to the artist
	0
	1-5
	6-10
	11-15
	

	Team Presentation

All team members are prepared, knowledgeable of the project and participate in the presentation


	0
	1-5
	6-10
	11-15
	

	Clear and Concise Project 

logical arrangement of information and a consistent theme
	0
	1-3
	4-7
	8-10
	

	Correct Grammar

punctuation, spelling and documentation of sources
	0
	1-3
	4-7
	8-10
	

	Creativity 
	0
	1-2
	3-4
	5
	

	Total Points
	
	
	
	
	     /100

	Penalty Points

Late Project, Plagiarism
	
	
	
	
	-

	Excellence Points

Going over and above the expectations of the project
	
	
	
	
	+

	FINAL POINTS
	
	
	
	
	


Comments:


Example of MLA style 

Website

Lynch, Tim. "DSN Trials and Tribble-ations Review." Psi Phi: Bradley's 

     Science Fiction Club. 1996. Bradley University. 8 Oct. 1997

 <http://www.bradley.edu/campusorg/psiphi/DS9/ep/503r.html>. 

Newspaper or Magazine Article on the Internet

Andreadis, Athena. "The Enterprise Finds Twin Earths Everywhere It 

     Goes, But Future Colonizers of Distant Planets Won't Be So Lucky." 

     Astronomy Jan. 1999: 64- . Academic Universe. Lexis-Nexis. B. 

     Davis Schwartz Memorial Lib., Brookville, NY. 7 Feb. 1999 

<http:// web.lexis-nexis.com/universe>. 
Unit Resources 

Web Resources:

Attachment(s):
Materials & Equipment: 

What 21st Century Technology was used in this unit:

Top of Form

	x
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
	
	


Bottom of Form
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