Financial Law Assignments/Activities:
A. Avoiding Bankruptcy:
Have students search classified ads (newspaper or online) and find a job similar to what they think they may be interested in upon completion of their education.  The job ad must include income information.  Then have students find the house they would like to live in with purchase price.  Use a mortgage calculator to calculate how much the monthly payments would be on this house.  Students should also find a car they would like to own and insurance for this car.  Also, calculate all other expenses associated with owning a house (i.e., home owner’s insurance, power, water, cable, phone, natural gas, maintenance, groceries, cell phone, internet, car gas, car payment, car insurance, clothes, entertainment, savings, etc.)   They should set up a spreadsheet for a month’s expenses and income and see how the lifestyle they would like to live will fit with the job they have chosen.  They may need to make adjustments to their lifestyle to avoid bankruptcy.
B. http://www.family.org/lifechallenges/A000002861.cfm  This Focus on the Family website teaches about responsible money management.

C. http://www.pricelawgroup.com/ This firms’s website explains the difference between the different types of bankruptcy.

D. Forgery in the 1700’s:  http://www.ucpress.edu/books/pages/9210/9210.ch01.php
E. “The Bank and Customer Relationship”  http://www.lawhandbook.sa.gov.au/ch07s05s01.php
F. Negotiable instrument by Britannica  http://original.britannica.com/eb/article-21729/commercial-transaction : 

Elements of the law of commercial transactions > Negotiable instruments 

The negotiable instrument, which is essentially a document embodying a right to the payment of money and which may be transferred from person to person, developed historically from efforts to make credit instruments transferable; that is, documents proving that somebody was in their debt were used by creditors to meet their own liabilities. 
G. Protect Your Identity
Compare companies that claim to protect you against identity theft.  How much does the service cost, and what is involved?  Some examples are TrustedID, Life Lock, Identity Guard, and Free Credit Report, etc…

H. Philadelphia takes steps to fight forgery:  http://www.phila.gov/records/pdfs/eNotayPressRelease2.pdf 

I. http://www.financial-guide.net/glossary.php  Look up terms like commercial paper and on http://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/commercialpaper.asp , and http://beginnersinvest.about.com/od/commercialpaper/Commercial_Paper.htm 

J. Negotiability vs. assignability  http://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/negotiability
