Environmental Law
1. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-Enforces antipollution acts (i.e., The Clean Air and Clean Water Acts) and regulates the creation, marketing, and use of various hazardous chemicals.  Also handles cleanups of toxic dumpsites around the country.

2. Social Responsibility refers to the duty of a business to contribute to the well-being of a community.

3. Some natural resources are non-renewable, they cannot be replaced once used up.

4. Conservation is saving scarce natural resources.

5. Pollution occurs when the environment is tainted with by-products of human actions.
6. Some production methods cause pollution of lakes, rivers, and air.

7. A socially responsible business takes action to improve or change operations that cause pollution.

8. The federal government has set measurable standards for water and air quality.

9. The EPA monitors and enforces these standards.

10. The legal framework for a balanced and orderly response to the environmental problems at hand was laid out over two decades ago.

11. This has since been stymied by questionable economic conditions and a consequential reluctance to sacrifice our present affluence for the well being of future generations.
12. The EPA was founded in 1970.

13. To assist the EPA, congress passed the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  This act set up the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ).

14. CEQ advises the President on environmental matters and issues regulations on how federal agencies are to integrate the achievement of environmental goals with the pursuit of technical and economical development.

15. NEPA created the environmental impact statement (EIS) which is required for any legislation or major federal action that would significantly affect the quality of the environment.

16. The Noise Control Act of 1972 and the Clean Air and Clean Water Acts and Amendments of 1977 furthered the regulatory powers of the EPA.

17. The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) of 1976 requires the EPA to identify hazardous wastes that most threaten the environment and then require permits for hazardous waste treatment and storage facilities.

18. The Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) of 1980 created the Hazardous Substance Response Trust Fund (Superfund).  Financial resources to clean up hazardous waste sites are available from the superfund.

