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Introduction
Annotation: 

In this unit students will explore the need for legislation that protects the environment.


Grade(s): 
	
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  

8 hours
Author: 
Jessica Rich
Additional Author(s): 

Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.


Focus Standards

GPS Focus Standards: 

BCS-LEB-12: The student explains laws and regulations that apply to the environment and energy. 
GPS Academic Standards:

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:

Understandings & Goals

Enduring Understandings: 
Essential Questions: 
· What is environmental law?

· Why is there a need for energy regulation and conservation? 

· What are some federal statutes that impact the environment?

Knowledge from this Unit:  
· Students will define environmental law. 

· Students will explain the need for energy regulation and conservation. 

· Students will describe the various federal statutes that impact the environment.
Skills from this Unit:  
Assessment(s)
Assessment Method Type: Select one or more of the following. Please consider the type(s) of differentiated instruction you will be using in the classroom. 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	
	Group project

	
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment(s) Title:

Assessment(s) Description/Directions:

Attachments for Assessment(s): 

Learning Experiences
Instructional planning: Include lessons, activities and other learning experiences in this section with a brief description of the activities to ensure student acquisition of the knowledge and skills addressed in the standards. Complete the sequence of instruction for each lesson/task in the unit. 
Sequence of Instruction


1.  Identify the Standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom for each lesson.

2.  Review Essential Questions.
· What is environmental law?

· Why is there a need for energy regulation and conservation? 

· What are some federal statutes that impact the environment?
3.  Identify and review the unit vocabulary. 

Attachments for Learning Experiences: 
Notes & Reflections: 
Read and discuss related chapters in text.

Important terms:

· The National Environmental Policy Act

· The Clean Air Act

· The Clean Water Act

· The Toxic Substance Control Act

Environmental Law

1. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-Enforces antipollution acts (i.e., The Clean Air and Clean Water Acts) and regulates the creation, marketing, and use of various hazardous chemicals.  Also handles cleanups of toxic dumpsites around the country.

2. Social Responsibility refers to the duty of a business to contribute to the well-being of a community.

3. Some natural resources are non-renewable, they cannot be replaced once used up.

4. Conservation is saving scarce natural resources.

5. Pollution occurs when the environment is tainted with by-products of human actions.

6. Some production methods cause pollution of lakes, rivers, and air.

7. A socially responsible business takes action to improve or change operations that cause pollution.

8. The federal government has set measurable standards for water and air quality.

9. The EPA monitors and enforces these standards.

10. The legal framework for a balanced and orderly response to the environmental problems at hand was laid out over two decades ago.

11. This has since been stymied by questionable economic conditions and a consequential reluctance to sacrifice our present affluence for the well being of future generations.

12. The EPA was founded in 1970.

13. To assist the EPA, congress passed the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  This act set up the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ).

14. CEQ advises the President on environmental matters and issues regulations on how federal agencies are to integrate the achievement of environmental goals with the pursuit of technical and economical development.

15. NEPA created the environmental impact statement (EIS) which is required for any legislation or major federal action that would significantly affect the quality of the environment.

16. The Noise Control Act of 1972 and the Clean Air and Clean Water Acts and Amendments of 1977 furthered the regulatory powers of the EPA.

17. The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) of 1976 requires the EPA to identify hazardous wastes that most threaten the environment and then require permits for hazardous waste treatment and storage facilities.

18. The Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) of 1980 created the Hazardous Substance Response Trust Fund (Superfund).  Financial resources to clean up hazardous waste sites are available from the superfund.

Culminating Performance Task (Optional)
Culminating Unit Performance Task Title:  
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 

Unit Resources 
Web Resources:

Attachment(s): 
Materials & Equipment: 
What 21st Century Technology was used in this unit:

Top of Form

	
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
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