THE HISTORY OF COMPUTERS

SUMMARY

I. Mechanical Devices

2. 1st Generation Computers

First electronic computer

Vacuum tubes

very large

3. 2nd Generation Computers

transistors

smaller, less expensive, faster

punched cards replaced by magnetic

4. 3rd Generation Computers

Integrated Circuits (ICs)

Faster, smaller, cheaper

5.  4th Generation Computers

Microprocessor

Faster, more powerful, smaller, more reliable

