Data Collision Activity

What happens when data collides?

Data Collision is when two pieces of data are on the network at the same time.

Activity to demonstrate this to students:

1.  Have students circle around room.

2. Students should hold hands.
3. One person starts by squeezing the hand of the person next to them. This is passed around the circle once.  The instructor explains that this is how data travels on a normal basis.

4. Next two people start the squeezing going in opposite directions.  At some point one person will get squeeze from both sides.  That person should shout “STOP” when this happens.  The instructor explains that this is a basic data collision.

5. After the activity the students will return to their seats and research data collisions and what is done to networks to prevent collisions.

6. They will each write a summary of their findings.

