Printer Vocabulary Answers 

Cartridge
For laser and ink-jet printers, a toner cartridge is a metal or plastic container that holds the 

toner or ink.  Each ink cartridge contains one or more partitioned ink reservoirs; certain manufacturers also add electronic contacts and a chip that communicates with the printer.
Consumables
Liable to be used up or depleted: Consumable resources such as ink and paper.

Corona 
A charged wire in a laser printer that draws the toner off the drum onto the paper. It must be cleaned when the toner cartridge is replaced.
Dither
Simulating more colors and shades in a palette. In a monochrome system that displays or prints only black and white, shades of grays can be simulated by creating varying patterns of black dots. 
DPI
(Dots Per Inch) The measurement of the resolution of printing systems. As the dpi rate doubles, the number of dots within a square inch is quadrupled

Drivers
Also called a "device driver." It is a program routine that links the operating system to a peripheral device.
 Each device uses its own driver. Usually included on a CD with a new purchase
Drum

Cylinder in a laser printer that is used to transfer images to paper being printed.

Dye-Sublimation
Computer printer which employs a printing process that uses heat to transfer dye onto a medium such as a plastic card, paper, or fabric. The sublimation name is applied because the dye transitions between the solid and gas states without going through a liquid stage. 
Fuse

To bond together. Laser toner is fused to the paper with heat and pressure.
Ink
Ink is a liquid, made from various pigments or dyes, which is used to color the material it is applied to. 

Ink Jet 
A type of printer that works by spraying ionized ink at a sheet of paper. 

Laser
Laser printers employ a xerographic printing process but differ from analog photocopiers in that the image is produced by the direct scanning of a laser beam across the printer's photoreceptor (drum).
Matrix
An array of elements in row and column form. Dot Matrix printer pins form a 9 pin or 24 pin matrix.
Nozzle
An orifice in an inkjet print head through which ink is sprayed onto the paper. Print heads with six thousand or more nozzles are common in today's printers.
Print Head
In a computer dot matrix printer or other impact printer, a printer head holds the pins that strike the ink ribbon against the paper to generate the printed image.
Resolution
The degree of sharpness of a printed image. Printer resolution is defined as "dots" per inch.

Spooling
(Simultaneous Peripheral Operations OnLine). The overlapping of low-speed operations with normal processing. Spooling originated with mainframes in order to optimize slow operations such as in printing. Spooling is used to buffer data for the printer.
Static
When exposed to an optical image through light such as a laser or LEDs forming from the static charge, toner is then spread over the paper, attracting to the static charge portions of the paper where finally the toner is fused to the paper by heat and pressure, making the final print.
Thermal
A thermal impact printer or electro-thermal printer is a type of printer that uses heated pins to "burn" images onto heat-sensitive paper. These types of printers are commonly used in calculators and fax machines; and although they are inexpensive and print relatively fast, they produce low resolution print jobs.
Toner
A dry and powdery pigment that is used by laser printers and copy machines to form text and images on paper. Toner is transferred to the paper via a static charged drum, and must be fused to the paper with heat and pressure.
