From a Technology and Learning article, Oct. 2003 edition.





At an editor's day at Sun Microsystems, T&L saw RFID in action. RFID means Radio Frequency Identification Devices, tiny wireless ID chips that can be embedded into everything from a bank note to a cereal box to allow the tracking of items via a scanner's radio beam. The chips, which can be as small as a pepper flake, respond to a scanning unit's signal by transmitting back a digital code with a serial number that uniquely identifies the tagged item. Businesses are understandably excited about the improved efficiency in shipping promised by this technology, and many libraries see it as a great solution for eliminating the risk of lost or stolen materials. But not so fast, say the technology's detractors. Protestors in both the UK and California see RFID as the incarnation of the proverbial "Big Brother." Their point is if these chips are placed in our clothing, household items, and other personal belongings, it's not just the items themselves that can be tracked. The publicly accessible scanners can be used to dog our own movements as well. We anticipate a healthy long-lived debate over this issue, and predict the argument will find its way into schools where books, child protection, and mobile technology security issues may become the talking points of proponents. 














Does RFID technology seem like a useful, practical solution for school security issues?  Or is it Big brother watching everything you do?  What is your opinion on using this type of technology?  











Type a 1 1/2 page essay documenting your opinions, with supporting examples.  Use an easy to read font, 12 point max. size, with 1" margins all around.  Double space the entire document.  The first line should be the title of your paper, and your name.








http://electronics.howstuffworks.com/gadgets/high-tech-gadgets/rfid.htm 





www.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3766/is_199709/ai_n8759470 





http://compnetworking.about.com/od/wireless/g/bldef_rfid.htm?terms=rfid 





http://www.spychips.com/ 





http://www.epic.org/privacy/rfid/ 





