Deck Failure Assignment
Each year somewhere in this country an outside deck collapses causing injuries or death. Sometimes too many people are on the deck and it collapses under the live load it cannot withstand. Other times the collapse is due to poor construction. And sometimes it is a combination of both situations.

Find internet articles or newspaper articles that discuss this situation. The article should either describe the incident and the cause, or it should discuss the situation in general and discuss what the problems are and the possible solutions. The article can come from anywhere in the country.

The first part of the assignment is to bring in the article for teacher’s approval. No two students can have the same articles. It will be “first come first served.” In other words the first person that brings in that particular article that has the required elements in it will be accepted. No other student will be allowed to use that article to fulfill the remaining part of the assignment. Every one should have an approved article by __________________.
For the second part of the assignment you are to write a brief 3 paragraph summary of what the article said in regard to deck failure. Either describe the incident and the injuries as well as the suspected reasons or describe how the article describes the situation of deck failure in general.

Do not use more than 200 words. An introduction or summary is not needed. Staple a copy of the web page or newspaper article to the summary. Look at the rubric to see how the assignment will be graded. Your written assignment is due on __________.
