The Great Roof Debate
Roof trusses are becoming more popular in the construction industry. But just like other things there is always a trade off and some good things are lost and some bad things are gained.

For instance how many horrific accidents do you think there were during the horse and buggy days? Yes travel back then was slower but it was also safer. There is hardly a day that goes by now but someone dies on the road ways.

What about trusses verses roof rafters? What are the pros and cons of each roof construction system? Is there a similar difference between the use of a nail gun and hammer and nails? What about using OSB a fairly new product verses the use of the older plywood?

The class will be divided into groups. Each group will draw for which part of the argument they will represent. Your personal preference is not important. In preparing for the debate you should try your best to anticipate or come up with arguments as to why your item or topic should be seen positively while the opposing team’s should be seen negatively. 
It’s a little like being a criminal trial lawyer who represents people he or she may not like or believe to be innocent. The defending lawyer is obligated to try to put the client in the best possible light.

Do some research. An argument is more convincing if you can quote someone whose viewpoint matters. It also makes a difference if there is hard evidence to back up what is stated --some report or some statistics.
Firearms are a good example of this. One could state that firearm ownership has become more dangerous based upon the number of people killed who owned firearms and died a related death (this may not be the case that was just an example of the approach to take).
Your group should gather what ever facts you can to support the stance you are going to take. There will be some time during class every few days to prepare for this debate. The instructor cannot be used as an authoritative source of opinion but other construction workers can be. You will be able to meet to plan how to gather such resources and how to use them. You should also pick out a person who you think can best speak for your group initially.
It is suggested that you write your important information on cue cards so that you can refer to them when time comes and you want to make a point. The better prepared the group as a whole is the better your team score will be.
On the day of the debate there will be a coin toss to see which team goes first. The initial spokesperson will state the positive points of their side and the negative points of the opposing side. While the one team’s speaker is speaking the other team will take notes for rebuttal statements. Listen to the opposing group to see if you can find fault with their argument. 

Your team will have a chance after the initial deliveries to meet briefly together to plan how to make counter points. When the announcement that the meeting time is over occurs, another person for each group will deliver the group’s rebuttal. In this argument the person should seek to find weaknesses with the other group’s viewpoint.
After both rebuttal statements have been given, each group will have a third person deliver the summation. This will be a brief recount why the group’s stance is the better one. When that debate is finished the class will vote by secret ballot who they thought had the better argument.
Your grade will be based 90% on the teacher’s opinion of your preparation efforts during class time and your earnest attempt at debating. The other 10% will come from the class’s secret vote as to which group they felt had the more convincing argument. See the grading rubric for more details.
Each time a planning meeting is announced you will be expected to bring in at least one new thing that adds to the ability of the group to make an effective argument. If you have statements from outside sources you must have the person sign the opinion that they have expressed along with their phone number. No other student can be an “expert opinion.”

Of course if you bring facts or statistics you must have the name of the source and where it can be located. Sources will be randomly checked. If a source turns out to be unavailable or factually misrepresented, that will be counted as a non-contribution for the day’s grade. 

Each student will have one source checked. If one source turns out to be unreliable all sources will be checked. Should all sources turn out to be unreliable, the student’s work can still be used as if it was valid but the student will loose all contribution points off their score!
Contribution will be 50% of the grade. Presenting will be 10% Group participation will be 30% participating in planning the rebuttal during the debate will be 10%

See rubric attached below:
	Construction: The Great Roof Debate
Student Name:      __________________________________ 



	


	CATEGORY 
	Foreperson 
	Journeyperson 
	Apprentice 
	Can-Kicker 
	Score 

	Group Presentation
	The student showed the confidence of preparation and had been observed taking an active constructive part in the preparation. The groups debate points were fact based or based upon authoritative opinion. 
	The student was observed participating most of the time but was also observed off track during group planning. The student lacked poise during the debate process.
	The student was observed not engaged in group preparation work and did not present well due to what seemed like a lack of preparation.
	Student was frequently absent, was obviously not engaged in the activity or was not a serious presenter during the debate activity itself.
	  

	Group Dynamics
	Student effort was motivated toward the group’s success and evidenced skill in making a point with his/her peers without being aggressive.
	The student aggressively sought to promote his or her viewpoint and showed an inability to be sensitive to any alternative approaches or views. However the student was working for the benefit of the whole.
	Student often did not have any research to bring to the table during the groups preparation sessions. They did contribute by offering opinions as to how the group’s approach
	The student exhibited no willingness to cooperate with the group, made no substantial contribution and appeared not concerned that this lack of contribution would diminish the group’s success.
	  

	Outside Preparation
	Student had the required research materials in hand at each meeting
	Student did bring new materials to   2/3rds of the meetings
	Student brought only one item during all the preparation meetings
	Student did not make a substantial contribution during the span of the preparation time.
	  

	Presentation
	If the initial presenter, student was prepared and well rehearsed. If not the initial presenter, student made a well organized presentation of the facts as was organized by the group.
	Student had some points which were confusing or not on target. Student tried to sound authoritative but drifted away from the main points.
	Student seemed to struggle during the presentation. Thoughts were not organized, points were repeated and facts were jumbled.


	Student did not fill in the required time span and/or Student presentation was confusing.
	  


