How Identity Theft Happens
Obtaining the information:

· Steal wallets and purses that contain items such as your driver’s license, credit card, and checkbook.

· Steal your mail, which can include bills, bank statements, and tax information.

· Complete a change of address card and have it sent to another location.

· Go through trash that may contain bank statements and other documents with personal information.

· Locate personal information in your home.

· You may have voluntarily posted personal information online.
· Pretend to be a bank representative or other type through telephone or e-mail.

· Observe you writing checks or using teller machines.
Using the information:

· Open a bank account in your name and write bad checks.

· Forge checks and deplete your checking account.

· Order phone or wireless services using your name.

· Run up credit card accounts.

· Open a new credit card using your information.
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