[image: image1.jpg]% INTRODUCTION




[image: image9.jpg]G E O RG IA PEACH STATE PATHWAYS

Career, Technical, & Agricultural Education







PATHWAY:  
Consumer Services
COURSE:  

Consumer Awareness
UNIT 7: 

Consumer Housing
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Annotation: 
At some point, most everyone will need to rent or buy a home.  However, deciding which to do is a big and challenging decision.  This unit will teach students about the factors that affect those housing choices, the types of homes, the pros and cons of renting and buying, and the factors that affect energy efficiency.

Grade(s):  
	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
6 hours
Author: 
Carmen Tarbush
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
FCS-CA-7 
Students will explore various housing options.
a)
Describe factors that affect housing choices.
b)
Compare the pros and cons of renting and buying a home.

c)
Identify factors that effect energy efficiency in the home.
d)
Identify and explain the Energy Guide and Energy Star labels for appliances and manufactured housing.
GPS Academic Standards:

ELA12W1 
The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organized


structure, sets a context and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus



throughout, and signals a satisfying closure.

MM1P4 

Students will make connections among mathematical ideas and to other



disciplines.
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Enduring Understandings: 
•
One should not spend over 25% of his/her income on housing.
· One of the advantages of renting a home is not having to pay property taxes. 
· Having an energy efficient home may be more expensive initially but would save money long-term.
Essential Questions: 
•

What are housing choices?

· What factors affect housing choices?
· What are the pros and cons of renting a home?

· What are the pros and cons of buying a home?
· What is energy efficiency?

· What factors affect energy efficiency in the home?

· What does the Energy Guide label tell a consumer?

· What does the Energy Star label tell a consumer?
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:
•
Explain the factors that affect housing choices.
· Discuss pros and cons of renting a home.
· Discuss pros and cons of buying a home.
· Students will be able to identify factors that affect energy efficiency in homes.
· Students will be able to decipher the meanings of Energy Guide and Energy Star labels.
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:

•
Create a budget.
· Interpret Energy Guide and Energy Star labels.
· Calculate savings for having energy efficient housing. 
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	X
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	_X_ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

_X_ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	X
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	_X_ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	X
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_X_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
Consumer Housing Project
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•
LESSON 1:  HOUSING CHOICES

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.
FCS-CA-7 
Students will explore various housing options.
a)
Describe factors that affect housing choices.
2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


What are housing choices?


What factors affect housing choices?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Location
	Cost
	Climate

	Taste
	Availability
	Lifestyle


4.
Have the students imagine their dream home.  Have them think about how many bedrooms and bathrooms it would have, the size of the rooms, any special features, etc.  Now have the students compare these ideas to what they live in now, or what they expect to live in when they move from their parent’s home.  Have the students come up with the factors that affect their housing choices for the present and the future.  Some factors may include location, cost, climate, taste, availability, and lifestyle.
5.
Show students the Housing Choices PowerPoint found at www.doe.in.gov/octe/facs/documents/BPBI-Housing-SixFactors.ppt .
6.
Handout the Housing Choices Worksheet to the students.  Have them complete the worksheet by thinking about the wants and needs of the individual and coming up with the ideal home for that individual.
7.
Discuss the handout as a class.  Why might each student come up with several answers for the same problem?
•
LESSON 2:  TO RENT OR TO OWN 

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

FCS-CA-7 
Students will explore various housing options.
b)
Compare the pros and cons of renting and buying a home.

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


What are the pros and cons of renting a home?


What are the pros and cons of buying a home?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Tract House
	Custom House
	Manufactured House

	Mobile Home
	Cooperative
	Condominiums

	Rentals
	Lease
	Equity

	APR
	
	


4.
Tell the class to pretend they have just graduated college and landed a job making $35,000.  They will need to use their salary to make decisions about whether to buy or rent a home and the type of home they desire.  Tell the students to start a journal of their thoughts.  In their first entry, they should write what they predict they will want.
5.
Show students the Housing Types Power Point found at www.doe.in.gov/octe/facs/documents/BPBI-Housing-Types.ppt  .

6.
Tell each student to consider which type of home discussed they would prefer and why.  In their journals, they should write how their original prediction has changed or stayed the same and why.  What advantages and disadvantages changed their mind?
7.
Handout the Buying vs. Renting Worksheet.  Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of buying and renting and have the students fill in the worksheet blanks.  Show the students some examples of costs of mortgage and rent by using the calculator at http://michaelbluejay.com/house/rentvsbuy.html .
8.
In their journals, have the students create a monthly budget to see if they can afford the home they want.  A sample from http://www.moneyinstructor.com/art/budgetsample.asp can be shown to the students.

9.
Have the students calculate the amount of money leftover in their budgets or savings accounts.  Which students went over budget?  Why?  What type of home did they buy?  Which students have money leftover?  Who has the most?  Offer that student a small prize.
10.
Tell the students to bring their journals home and interview their parents/guardians about how they decided to rent or buy their homes.  They should read their parents their journal and write their parents' reflection of the student’s thoughts.
•
LESSON 3:  Energy Efficiency

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

FCS-CA-7 
Students will explore various housing options.
c)
Identify factors that affect energy efficiency in the home.
d)
Identify and explain the Energy Guide and Energy Star labels for appliances and manufactured housing.

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


What is energy efficiency?


What factors affect energy efficiency in the home?


What does the Energy Guide label tell a consumer?


What does the Energy Star label tell a consumer?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Energy Efficiency
	Energy Guide
	Energy Star

	Manufactured Home
	
	


4.
Give each student a number from 1-7.  Make sure there are equal numbers of students in each group.  Have the students play a quick get-to-know you game such as “that’s me” if students do not know each other well.
5.
Pass out each of the Energy Efficiency Handouts to the groups.  Group 1 gets handout 1, and so on.

6.
Have the students create posters to summarize the information on their handouts, making a special section on the poster for factors that affect energy efficiency.

7.
Have the students present their posters to the class and lead a discussion on the factors that affect energy efficiency with several examples.

8.
Show the Energy Labels PowerPoint and explain each part of the labels.  As indicated in the PowerPoint, pass out the Energy Efficiency Checklist during this time.
9.
Calculate the amount of money that can be saved in homes in your neighborhood for being energy efficient using the http://hes.lbl.gov/consumer/ calculator.  
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

· Housing Choices Power Point
· Housing Choices Worksheet

· Types of Housing Power Point

· Buying vs. Renting Worksheet

· Buying vs. Renting KEY

· Energy Efficiency Handout 1

· Energy Efficiency Handout 2

· Energy Efficiency Handout 3

· Energy Efficiency Handout 4

· Energy Efficiency Handout 5

· Energy Efficiency Handout 6

· Energy Efficiency Handout 7

· Energy Labels Power Point

· Sample Energy Efficiency Installation Checklist

•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

To use the energy efficiency calculator, you must be familiar with prices and types of homes in your neighborhood.  Take a few minutes to look this over before showing it to students.
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Consumer Housing Project
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
Students will use real estate magazines from the local area (often free at grocery stores and other newspaper box locations) to choose a home for rent or purchase.  Design the floor plan of the home using floorplanner.com.  (Students will have to create their own account.)  Using the internet, students will shop around for energy efficient appliances that fit their home needs.  Students will then write a paper describing the reasoning behind their choices. 

The paper should include the following: 
· Did you choose to rent or buy a home? Explain why

· What floor plan did you choose? Explain. 

· Explain your choice of appliances. 

· What is the total start up cost for owning the home?  
                Students will layout the photos on a poster board showcasing the math behind their startup costs.   
                Students should attach the paper with a paperclip to the back of the poster before submitting.
This project can be modified for students with special needs. The modification for this project will be on a needs basis. For example, students who are learning disabled in math would not be required to showcase the math behind the startup costs. Some students may need to be given choices for their project. For example, they can chose from three houses, or several different appliances already located by the teacher. 
For students who like a challenge, this project can give them the opportunity to expand on mortgages and the process behind getting a loan. These students may also like to research an energy efficient appliance, or learn more about them using Consumer Reports. 

Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
•
Consumer Housing Project Rubric
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Web Resources:
· www.gafamilies.org 
· www.doe.in.gov/octe/facs/documents/BPBI-Housing-SixFactors.ppt
· www.doe.in.gov/octe/facs/documents/BPBI-Housing-Types.ppt  
· http://michaelbluejay.com/house/rentvsbuy.html
· http://www.moneyinstructor.com/art/budgetsample.asp
· http://hes.lbl.gov/consumer/
Materials & Equipment: 
· Poster boards
· Markers, crayons, or colored pencils
· Construction Paper
· Glue
21st Century Technology Used: 
	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	X
	Calculator
	X
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	X
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
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