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Career, Technical, & Agricultural Education







PATHWAY:  
Consumer Services
COURSE:  

Consumer Finance
UNIT 13: 

Transportation
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Annotation: 

New or used? Owning or leasing? SUV or Sedan? Too many choices! Buying a vehicle can be a very stressful task, especially for those who do not have any idea where to start. Doing research and getting the best deal for the price are two important requirements for a successful purchase. However, many forget the in-betweens when purchasing a vehicle, such as insurance, maintenance, and wear-and-tear to the vehicle. This unit will help students discover how to research a vehicle, chose between new or used, understand maintenance responsibilities, and more importantly, how to pay for it!

Grade(s):  
	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  

Four 50-minute class periods
Author: 
Helen Hawver
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
FCS-CF-14
Students will assess information related to transportation.

a) Analyze transportation options.

b) Evaluate costs and responsibilities of owning a vehicle.

c) Identify the advantages and disadvantages of owning or leasing a vehicle.

d) Compare the purchase of a new or used vehicle.

e) Assess the annual cost incurred of maintaining a vehicle.

f) Identify possible sources of automobile loans.


GPS Academic Standards:

MM1P1 

Students will solve problems (using appropriate technology).
MM1P4 

Students will make connections among mathematical ideas and to other disciplines.
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Enduring Understandings: 
Students will understand how to analyze options when choosing a method of transportation. They will learn the costs and responsibilities of owning and leasing a vehicle and will be able to compare the differences between buying new and used. Students will also learn how to evaluate costs and finances of owning a vehicle.
Essential Questions: 
· What are some options when choosing a method of transportation?
· What are the costs and responsibilities related to owning a vehicle?
· What is the difference between leasing and owning a vehicle?
· What are the differences between a new vehicle and a used vehicle?
· What are the common costs of maintaining a vehicle?
· What are the basic types of automobile loans? 
Knowledge from this Unit:  


Students will be able to:

· List the costs and responsibilities of owning a vehicle
· Describe the differences between owning and leasing
· Explain the differences between a new vehicle and a used vehicle
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:
· Analyze options when choosing a method of transportation
· Calculate the costs of owning and maintaining a vehicle
· Differentiate between automobile loans
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	X
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	_X  Quizzes/Tests

_X_ Unit test

	
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	X
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

_X_ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
Transportation Options Chart
Lease VS Loan
Transportation Exam
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•
LESSON 1: TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.
FCS-CF-14
Students will assess information related to transportation.

a) Analyze transportation options.

b) Evaluate costs and responsibilities of owning a vehicle.

c) Identify the advantages and disadvantages of owning or leasing a vehicle.

d) Compare the purchase of a new or used vehicle.

e) Assess the annual cost incurred of maintaining a vehicle.

f) Identify possible sources of automobile loans.



MM1P1 

Students will solve problems (using appropriate technology).
MM1P4 

Students will make connections among mathematical ideas and to other disciplines.
2.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What are some options when choosing a method of transportation?
· What are the costs and responsibilities related to owning a vehicle?
· What is the difference between leasing and owning a vehicle?
· What are the differences between a new vehicle and a used vehicle
· What are the common costs of maintaining a vehicle?
· What are the basic types of automobile loans? 
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Bicycle 
	Loan 
	Subway 

	Bus System 
	Maintenance 
	Tire Balancing and Rotation

	Certified Pre-Owned 
	Monthly Payment 
	Vehicle

	Depreciation 
	Motorcycle 
	Walking 

	Insurance 
	New Tires 
	Warranty

	Lease 
	Oil Change 
	Wear and Tear


4.
What’s best for me? 

· On a piece of paper, have students list the type of career they would like to have and the city and state they would like to live in.
· Have students list what type of transportation they believe they will be using with their career.

· Ask students to evaluate their choice of transportation.

· Is this mode of transportation logical?

· Is this transportation financially attainable?

· Set choices and reflections aside for use after reviewing the chart.  

· Review with students the Transportation Options Chart. 
· See attached supplementary files

· Discuss with students why certain areas require certain transportation methods. 

· Students should then look at their original choice and see if it is a reasonable method for their career and location. If it is not, encourage students to pick a better option. 

•
LESSON 2:  OWNING A VEHICLE

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What are the costs and responsibilities related to owning a vehicle?
2.   Researching an Automobile PowerPoint 

· Access http://www.fefe.arizona.edu/lessonplans/researching-automobile.

· Locate the Transportation Lesson, open the Researching an Automobile link, and download the Researching an Automobile PowerPoint.

· Review slides 5 and 6 with students.

3. 
Needs vs. Wants

· From the same website, download the lesson plan and print pages 10, 11, and 13 through 15.

· Put pages 13 through 15 aside for a different lesson.

· Download and assemble the Transportation Scenario Cards.

· Have students pick a partner to work with.
· Give each pair a scenario card and a copy of pages 10 and 11, and have students fill out the information using their card.

· Once students have finished, briefly discuss their findings.

· Tell students to list three vehicles that will possibly fit the scenario’s needs.

4. 
Research

· Give students a copy of page 13 and have them conduct a comparison of their three vehicles.

· Helpful websites:

· http://www.consumerreports.org 

· http://www.pueblo.gsa.gov 

· http://www.kbb.com 

· http://www.motortrend.com/ 

· http://www.caranddriver.com 

· Review the Researching an Automobile PowerPoint slides 7 through 13 and 18 through 20.

· Have students use page 14 to weigh their research, and answer the questions on page 15.

· Instruct students to make presentations of their findings, including:

· Scenario card

· List of needs and wants

· Three vehicles researched

· Vehicle chosen, along with a photo

· Explanation of how this vehicle fits the needs of the scenario

· Note: This assignment can be given as a homework project if there is a time constraint.

•
LESSON 3:  NEW VERSES USED VEHICLES

1.

Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What are the differences between a new vehicle and a used vehicle?
2.
Review slide 14 from the Researching an Automobile PowerPoint with the class. 
3.
New and Used Comparison

· Have students compare a new and used version of the vehicle chosen for their scenarios in Lesson 2 using www.carmax.com.

· Instruct students to create a comparison chart for both models, including:

· Price

· Miles

· Amenities

· Year

4.  
Discuss why buying a used car is usually a better decision that buying a new car.

5.
Field Trip Opportunity

· If possible, take a field trip to a local car dealership.

· Have the owner or salesman explain the differences between buying new and used.

· If a field trip is not available, contact a dealership and see if salespeople would be willing to bring new and used cars to school and speak with students.
•
LESSON 4:  MAINTAINING A VEHICLE 

1.

Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What are the common costs of maintaining a vehicle?
2. 
It Costs HOW MUCH?

· Have students fill out the It Costs How Much? chart as a homework project.
· See attached supplementary files

· Discuss findings with students and check for consistency between costs of common cars.
· Explain to students more expensive cars usually require expensive maintenance. 

3.
Field Trip or Guest Speaker

· If possible, take students to visit a local maintenance shop so they can see parts and receive an explanation of what goes into repairing a vehicle.

· Ask the shop to demonstrate an oil change and to explain the cost behind maintenance.

· If a field trip is not an option, ask either a guest speaker from the shop or an automotive professor from a local school to come show students the basics of car repair and costs.

•
LESSON 5:  OWNING VERSES LEASING A VEHICLE

1.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What is the difference between leasing and owning a vehicle?
2.
Review the Lease vs. Loan chart with students.
· See attached supplementary files

· Instruct students to decide if their scenario vehicle should be leased or whether a loan should be taken out.
3.
Guest Speaker

· Invite a guest speaker from the loan department of a bank to come speak to the class on loan topics.

· Example Topics:
· Importance of a good credit score

· What poor credit scores will do to interest rates and down payments

· Tips on keeping a credit score low

· Encourage students to ask questions, especially if they’re considering buying a car.

•
LESSON 6:  AUTOMOBILE LOANS 

1.

Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What are the basic types of automobile loans? 
2.
Car Payments Activity
· Have students visit http://www.daveramsey.com/media/flash/elearning/drive-free/player.html to see what could happen if a car payment is not made on time.
· Explain to students this may not be the best method for everyone, but it does help them think about loans and interest rates. 

3.
Shopping for an Automobile Loan

· Access http://www.fefe.arizona.edu/lessonplans/shopping-automobile-loan and download the Shopping for an Automobile Loan PowerPoint and lesson plan.
· Print pages 6, 7, and 8 of the lesson plan.

· Distribute pages 6 and 7 to students and save page 8 for another assignment.

· Have students complete the website while listening to the PowerPoint.

· Have students call banks, credit unions, finance companies and get interest rates for car loans.  Compare and discuss advantages and disadvantages.

· Have students call banks, credit unions, and finance companies to get the interest rates for car loans. Compare and discuss advantages and disadvantages.

4. 
Calculating Loan Cost

· Distribute page 8 to students, and have them work either individually or in small groups to calculate the cost of a loan.
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS


· It Costs How Much?

· Lease vs. Loan

· Transportation Options Chart
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

This unit can be supplemented with lessons for students who are exceeding in the lessons. The FEFE website offers added assignments in addition to those referenced in this unit. The use of the field trips and guest speakers will make these lessons real-life lessons for students who have never experienced the car buying process before. Most of the lessons can be modified for students with special needs. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Needs VS. Wants
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
Students should work alone or with a partner to complete this assignment. Students will receive a scenario card and a copy of the assignment from FEFE. They will answer questions based on the scenario they received, such as how much the car will be driven and what the down payment is. Once students have finished, briefly discuss their findings. Students will then list three vehicles that would possibly fit the scenarios needs. The vehicles will be researched using FEFE’s vehicle research assignment. After they have researched the vehicles, they will complete a weight chart on each vehicle. This chart will allow them to weigh the options of each vehicle according to what is most important to their scenario. Once the options have been weighed, a final decision on what car to purchase will be made. 

Students can move into the loan aspect of the lesson and calculate loan payments on the car at different percentages. They may also calculate maintenance costs as well. An interesting topic for them to research would be the safety points of the vehicle. For students who have special needs, working with partners would be the best route to take. This assignment can be modified by cutting back the number of cars to research to two, as well as modifying the scenario at hand. The questions on the assignment sheets can be modified to give choices to students to pick instead of student responses. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
All worksheets for this task can be found on the FEFE website.
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Web Resources:
http://www.fefe.arizona.edu/lessonplans/researching-automobile 

http://www.fefe.arizona.edu/lessonplans/shopping-automobile-loan 

http://www.daveramsey.com/media/flash/elearning/drive-free/player.html 

http://www.consumerreports.org 
http://www.pueblo.gsa.gov 
http://www.kbb.com 
http://www.motortrend.com/ 
http://www.caranddriver.com
www.carmax.com
Materials & Equipment: 
· Internet

· Car Comparison Publications

· Poster Board

· Markers

· Glue

· Scissors

21st Century Technology Used: 
	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
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