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Career, Technical, & Agricultural Education







PATHWAY:  
Consumer Services

COURSE:  

Consumer Finance
UNIT 14: 

Taxes and Your Role as a Tax Payer
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Annotation: 

By completing this unit, the student will be able to evaluate tax options and alternatives. Using sample tax forms, the students will allow the student to have the ability to fill out these forms and discuss tax obligations.


Grade(s):  



	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
                    
           
4 hours

Author: 

Kindra Watters

Students with Disabilities:


For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 

FCS-CF-15

Students will investigate various tax responsibilities.

a. Analyze tax options.

b. Discuss tax obligations and use of tax forms.

c. Examine taxing alternatives.

GPS Academic Standards:
SSCG7 
The student will describe how thoughtful and effective participation in civic life is characterized by obeying the law, paying taxes, serving on a jury, participating in the political process, performing public service, registering for military duty, being informed about current issues, and respecting differing opinions.

SSCG18 
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the powers of Georgia’s state and local governments.

SSEPF3 
The student will explain how changes in monetary and fiscal policy can have an impact on an individual’s spending and saving choices.

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
NSFCS3.3 
Analyze factors in developing a long-term financial management plan
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Enduring Understandings: 
· Students will obtain information that will relate to their role as future taxpayers and the role of taxes in our society.
Essential Questions: 
· What are tax options?

· What are tax obligations? What are tax forms and what are they used for?

· What are other options to taxes?
· As a taxpayer, what is required of you?

Knowledge from this Unit:  

· Students will identify taxes and variety of taxes that relate to consumers.

Skills from this Unit:  


Students will:
· Use a calculator. 
· Fill out and understand forms. 
· Navigate the variety of taxes in our economic system.  
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

_x_ Self-check during writing/planning process

_x_ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

_x_ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	X
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions
_x_ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	X
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_x_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test
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•
LESSON 1: ANALYZING TAX OPTIONS, DISCUSSING TAX OBLIGATIONS AND USE OF TAX FORMS, AND EXAMINING TAXING ALTERNATIVES  

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.
FCS-CF-15 Students will investigate various tax responsibilities.
2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What are tax options?

· What are tax obligations? What are tax forms and what are they used for?

· What are other options to taxes?
· As a taxpayer, what is required of you?
3. Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on the word wall.
	Fuel tax
	Alternatives
	Taxes

	Local option sales tax(S.P.L.O.S.T.)
	School tax
	W-2

	IRS (Internal Revenue Service)
	Lien
	Levies

	Taxpayer
	Tax preparer
	Collection

	Income tax
	Sales tax
	property tax


4.  A speaker will come from the community: Tax preparer; IRS representative; Tax attorney; director of a tax office; tax commissioner in the county or city; etc.
See your local yellow pages to determine the speaker. The students will take Speaker’s Notes. All of this information should be covered in one class.  

If a speaker is not available, the teacher may solicit the help of a social studies teacher that could come and speak on this topic. In addition, an experienced tax preparer could also provide information regarding these.  Offer this unit in the off- tax preparation months (May-Nov.). Be sure to show students a Sample 1040 Tax Form.  

5.  Students complete a 1040 Tax Form with assistance from teacher.  

6. Hand students copies of the Scenario Portfolio Assignment Sheet.  The students will create a Scenario Portfolio that will be written by them but certain parameters that are set up by the teacher. The scenario will include vocabulary; information from the speaker and creativity on the part of the students.  This will include a “short story” format and include the forms that the students have been presented with.   
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS 

Speaker’s notes page with vocabulary
Scenario Portfolio Assignment Sheet
Sample 1040 Tax Form
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

The teacher may preview the lesson with terms for tax prep or use the textbook as a reference.
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title:  

Scenario portfolio


Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
 
Students will have the opportunity to display the skills they have obtained in this topic. 
Students will create a scenario portfolio and use the forms/terms presented from the speaker and what was placed in class. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
Scenario portfolio
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Web Resources:
www.taxtoolkit.irs/tax-videos -Tax payer advocate.
www.irs.gov -The website for the Internal Revenue Service
Attachment(s): 
Speaker notes
Scenario portfolio
Materials & Equipment: 
Copier paper

Internet
Printer


Copies of forms

Computer

21st Century Technology Used: 
	x
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	x
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	x
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	x
	Website
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