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Annotation: 
This unit includes lessons on the importance of saving and budgeting.  Lessons will include using computer, math, and writing skills.  Topics include problem solving, using EXCEL spreadsheet, and establishing a family budget.  Teacher and student directed activities will lead students to a strong understanding of family finances.


Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
Six 50 minute periods

Author:
Doris Reins 
Additional Author:
Family Budget By - Jodee Heim (used by permission), Jessica Henson, Dr. Frank Flanders (FS-2.9 UNIT 
PLAN)
Students with Disabilities:
For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
FCS-CF-4 

Students will explain the processes involved in managing personal finances.

a)
Identify needs and wants.

b)
Describe decision making steps relating to financial needs and wants.

c)
Formulate a personal spending and savings plan.

d)
Analyze the differences in financial institutions and services to meet financial goals.

e)
Apply decision making processes to financial planning, banking, budgeting, and record keeping.

GPS Academic Standards:
ELA12W1
The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organized structure, sets a context and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus throughout, and signals a satisfying closure.

SSEPF1
The student will apply rational decision making to personal spending and saving choices.

MM1P1
Students will solve problems (using appropriate technology).

MM1A3
Students will solve simple equations.

NSFCS3.3 
Analyze factors in developing a long-term financial management plan.

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
2.1.2 Analyze how individuals and families make choices to satisfy needs and wants.
2.5.4 Analyze practices that allow families to maintain economic self-sufficiency.

2.6.1 Evaluate the need for personal and family financial planning.

3.3.1 Explain the effects of the economy on personal income, individual and family security, and consumer decisions.

Economic Education Standard 10: Role of Economic Institutions: Institutions evolve in market economies to help individuals and groups accomplish their goals. Banks, labor unions, corporations, legal systems, and not-for-profit organizations are examples of important institutions. A different kind of institution, clearly defined and enforced property rights, is essential to a market economy.

Standard 11: Role of Money: Money makes it easier to trade, borrow, save, invest, and compare the value of goods and services

National Standards for Business Education:  Career Development, Economics: III.2, VII.1, Personal Finance: VI.1

ESS01.03: Demonstrate mathematics knowledge and skills required to pursue the full range of post-secondary education and career opportunities.
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Enduring Understandings:
· Know the importance of creating and following a budget.

· Understand the importance of identifying financial terms.  

· Apply the process of developing a family budget and how the decision-making and problem solving process fits into it.

· Identify the types of financial institutions and the services provided.

Essential Questions: 
· What is the difference between a “want” and a “need?”

· What does it take to become a good decision maker?

· What is the PACED model used for decision making?

· Why is a budget necessary for planning ahead? 

· Why is a budget not always exact? 

· What steps are necessary in creating a budget? 

· Why is it important to understand the process of financial planning? 

· What are the types of financial institutions available?

· What services are offered at the different financial institutions?

Knowledge from this Unit:  
· Distinguish the difference between wants and needs.

· Identify wants and needs in their own life

· Identify the two different types of financial institutions

· Students will distinguish between the two types of financial institutions and their services.

Skills from this Unit:  
· Students will develop a budget for a family.

· Students will calculate how much income will be left over for leisure activities or savings after covering costs. 

· Students will follow problem solving steps in the decision making process.

· Students will be able to choose a financial institution that best fits the needs of their family.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	X
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	_X_ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	X
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	X
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	_X_ Self-check rubrics   

_X_ Self-check during writing/planning process

 X__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

_X_ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	X
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

_X_ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	X
	Peer-assessment  

	
	_X_ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

_X_ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	_X_ Student/teacher conferences

_X_ Partner and small group discussions

_X_ Whole group discussions

__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	X
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_X_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	X
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
Vocabulary Quiz

Post-Test

Culminating Performance Task Project Ideas

How Education Effects Salary Rubric (It is a checklist)
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Instructional planning: 
•
LESSON 1:  “BUT I NEED IT”:  THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ‘WANTS’ AND ‘NEEDS’
1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

            

CTAE-FS-2 
Academic Foundations: Learners achieve state academic standards at or above grade level. 
FCS-CF-4 
Students will explain the processes involved in managing personal finances.

a)  Identify needs and wants.

b)  Describe decision making steps relating to financial needs and wants.

c)  Formulate a personal spending and savings plan.

d)  Analyze the differences in financial institutions and services to meet financial goals.

e)  Apply decision making processes to financial planning, banking, budgeting, and record keeping. 

2.   Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· Can you explain the difference between a need and a want?

· What is the PACED method of problem-solving?

· How do you use the PACED method of problem-solving to determine financial needs and wants?

· What is a budget?

· What is the importance of developing a personal spending and savings plan?

· How do you determine which financial institution best meets your financial goals?

1. Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3

	Needs - Something you must have for survival, such as food and water.
	Wants - Something that you would like to have, but it is not necessary, and you could do without it.  Such as CDs.
	Savings - Money that is set aside for future use especially in a bank where interest is earned.  

	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Financial Planning - The long-term process of managing your finances so you can achieve your goals and dreams. 
	Budget - A plan for the use or management of money
	Spending log - A record of how much you spend, when, and on what.

	Term 7
	Term 8
	Term 9

	Flexible expense - An expense that varies in amount and does not occur on a regular basis.
	Fixed expense - Something for which a set amount of money must be paid regularly.
	APR - Annual Percentage Rate; the annual rate of interest charged for credit.

	Term 10
	Term 11
	Term 12

	Minimum balance - The minimum amount of money required in your account.  Having an amount less than the minimum balance may result in extra service charges or reduced privileges.
	Overdraft - To write a check for more money than what is in the account.
	Service fee - An amount the bank charges for use of the checking account.

	Term 13
	Term 14
	Term 15

	Impulse buying - A purchase made quickly without much thought.
	Income - The amount of money a person receives for doing a job.
	Financial institutions - Businesses that offer multiple services in banking and finance.

	Term 16
	Term 17
	Term 18

	Depository institutions - A financial institution that offers banking service and loans to individuals and business
	Brokerage firms - Licensed institutions which specialize in investing
	Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) - A federal government agency which insures federally chartered commercial banks against loss

	Term 19
	Term 20
	

	Savings Association Insurance Funds (SAIF) - Provides insurance for savings & loans associations and is a branch of FDIC.
	National Credit Union Administration (NCUA) - Provides insurance protections for credit unions.
	


4.
Interest approach – Mental set  Adapted from Foundation Skills Lesson Plan:  Budgeting

As students enter the room, write the following statement on the board, “On the first day of school as a freshman, I was thinking ____________ and feeling ______________.” Ask students to respond quietly on a sheet of paper or in their journals/notebooks. 


Briefly describe your first day as a freshman in high school.


Give students an appropriate level of time to record their thoughts, and begin a discussion allowing students to share. If students are reluctant, the instructor may begin the discussion—for example, many teachers are nervous/excited on the first day. 


ASK:  What things did you absolutely need to know on your first day? 
5.
“In the morning, how many of you put both of your socks on and then both of your shoes on? How many of you put a sock and then shoe on, then do the same with the other foot? How many do it differently each time?”

Allow students to respond by show of hands.


Students will now complete the graphic artist activity. This activity challenges students to visually represent the meaning of a vocabulary word using the word’s shape and related symbols. This activity helps students to visually remember each term. 


When we start organizing our finances for our family budget, key steps need to be taken, but there are a variety of ways to complete them.” 


“Let’s start by looking at terms we need to identify before we go any further. With a piece of paper, please fold it in thirds and then in thirds again, creating nine boxes on each side. As we discuss each term, write the term to visually represent the meaning of the word on your blank paper. Use the word’s shape and related symbols to represent what each term means.” 


EXAMPLE:  Write s-----l-----o-----w on a public writing surface. 


“A general example would be the word slow. To depict this word you might write s-----l------o------w. For example, we will discuss the term flexible expenses. You may wish to draw flexible with both upper and lower case letters i.e. FleXiBle eXpEN$E$ Be creative; your drawings are to help you remember each term! Just do your best and be ready to share what you have created. If you struggle with a term for ideas, skip it and move on. What questions are there?”


Display the Financial Planning Terms Handout on the SMART board and have brief discussion to clarify each term.  Ask students to draw a visual representation of each term as you explain them. Present examples of each throughout the discussion to clarify the meaning for the students. 


6.
Summary activity- Have a list of items on paper. Place an N by the needs and W by wants. 

•
LESSON 2:  BUDGETS & YOUR NEEDS


1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· Why is a budget not always exact? 

· What steps are necessary in creating a budget? 

2. 
Each student will be given a pile of bills and receipts including; utility bills, grocery receipts, medical bills, miscellaneous receipts from social activities (i.e. bowling, movie stubs), and receipts from services provided (i.e. plumbing bill, haircut receipt, dry cleaning receipts).

3. 
The teacher will review with the students the differences between "wants" and "needs." Each student will be instructed to separate the receipts and bills into two piles, "wants" and "needs." The teacher will ask questions of the students about their choices.  Give examples of wants and needs and discuss the differences between the two groups.

4. 
After determining which items are needs, the students will be given sample checkbooks and balance ledgers. (Students should have prior knowledge of checking accounts.) Using the checkbook, the student will write checks for the needed items and balance the account. Each student will begin with a set amount of money determined by the teacher. There will be a certain amount of money left in the account after the needs are paid for.

5. 
The student will choose which of the "wants" he can pay for and write checks for those items. He cannot use more money than is left in the account. Discussion can be about optional choices that may be less costly, such as, doing your own laundry vs. dry cleaning, a picnic in the park vs. eating out in a restaurant.

6. 
At the end of the lesson, each student must have chosen only wants that he can afford from his checking account.

7.  
Take time to discuss the student’ choices.  Give suggestions on how to make the best choices that will  allow students to stay within a budget.

8.  
Reflections journal:  Students will reflect on today’s activity and give their thoughts and opinions on the choices they made when paying the bills.  Ask them to list any problems they encounter with the checking accounts and any questions they may have about the activity.

9.  
Students are to place the Reflection journals in an assigned area.  Take time to read over and make comments on student entries before the next class meeting.

•
LESSON 3:  BUDGETS: THE “WHAT’S, WHY’S, AND HOW’S”
1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What steps are necessary in creating a budget?

· What does it take to become a good decision maker?

· What is the PACED Model of problem-solving?

· How do I use the PACED Model?

2.
Task:  IDEA from EconEd Link


“In this lesson, you will learn to use the PACED Model. It will help you solve problems and reach decisions. You will also learn to compare the costs and benefits that come with the decisions you make.”


Process:


Decision-making concepts: The PACED Model:

    * Problem - identify the problem;

    * Alternatives - alternative solutions to the problem;

    * Criteria - use criteria to judge the alternatives;

    * Evaluate - evaluate the solution

    * Decision Making – Make a wise decision


Using a PACED matrix or grid will help you visualize the decision making process. 

3. 
Practice using this model with some science project decisions first; then we'll use the model to help identify future careers that may work for you!

4. 
A tougher problem: making a future career choice. There are so many job choices--how will you ever decide? 

a.  
Go to http://learnlink.org/ to look at the Career Center it provides. 

b. 
Click on the Jobs link. Listed are the career link sites for participating states. 

c.  
Find your state's link and select it. 

d.  
From there, you will need to select the jobs link (most are found on the upper left hand corner of the page). This will enable you to choose different careers and when you select Click on the "careers" for an alphabetical list of job opportunities. (Once selected, all available jobs under selected listing will appear.) 

e.  
Make a list of three jobs that look interesting to you, with their career cluster areas.

f.  
Click on your first job possibility and read about that career. Now click on and read about the other choices


Let's use the PACED Model to help you narrow down your choices.

5.   STUDENT ACTIVITY:

*Using a Compare/Contrast graphic organizer, fill in your three job choices as alternatives down the left-hand side. 


*For criteria, we'll use the topics under the job titles to help us: “Future Possibilities” (Will there be lots of jobs in this career area in the future?); “Education” (How much education or training will you need and are you willing to get this education?) and “Working Conditions” (Does the work and the number of hours sound right for you?). 


*Now complete the PACED Model, following the same steps you used to choose your science.


*Now let's look at our costs and benefits! 



*Did you have to give up a job you were interested in because it will take many more years of school 
  
to prepare for it as compared to other jobs? That's a cost. 



*Did you find a job that allowed you to move up in the future? That's a benefit! See if you can think of 
one more cost and benefit on your own to list on the lines below the PACED Model.

6. 
What is a Budget?


1. Ask student these questions:



a.  What is a budget?



b.  Why should you budget?



c.   How do you budget?


*Some students will know the answers because of previous classes or from their parents.  Most will not have any experience in creating or keeping a budget.  


*A great website to use is www.moneyinstructor.com. There are tremendous resources and activities you can use.  There is a small yearly fee for the majority of the lesson plans but it is well worth it.  It your school has several classes that would use the plans, you could ask your principal or PTO/PTA to pay the fee.  It would be well worth it.


2.  Students are to take notes on the questions from Step 1.  



a.  Define a budget:  A money plan that is like a blueprint construction workers use to build a house.  
It tells how much money your earn and how and where you spend it.



b. Why should you budget?:  





**A budget will help you pay all your bills and save “for a rainy day.”

· If you write out a budget, STICK TO IT!

· You will be less likely to “blow” your money by impulse buying.
· It controls how much you spend and how much you save.

· It helps you reach financial goals

· You will know what is expected each month

· You can prepare for emergencies

· You will know exact where your money goes.

“Even as a teenager, you can start budgeting now to get into a productive habit.”

c. Steps to creating a budget:  Have the students make a T-chart on their paper.  Title one column “Wants” and the other column “Needs.”  Then do the following

**First, decide if you are going to use a weekly or monthly budget.

**Next, start with how much money you get weekly/monthly. (This could be allowance or money from a part-time job.  If a student has neither, give them a random amount based on what the other students get from allowance/job.) Think about all the money you get from your job and other sources, such child support, interest, extra jobs, etc.  This is called income.
**Next, determine what you need to pay for with your money.  List these expenses under the column “Needs.”

**Next, determine what you want to spend your money on. List these expenses under “wants.”

**Finally, add up the totals of each column.  Do you have enough money to cover all expenses.  If not, you need to decide where you can cut expenses in order to get spending equal or less than your income.



**Go to www.moneyinstructor.com and you can find a worksheet to reinforce this activity.**
7.  
Creating A Budget


*Student will be given a set salary of $2854.25 a month after taxes. (Generic amount; change at 
your discretion.) 





*FEBRUARY FAMILY BUDGET ASSIGNMENT


Please read the following scenario:


You are currently living in (identify a major city)


You are:   _____Married ______Divorced


You have girls, ages ____& ____; and boys, ages _____& ____.


You must name your spouse and children in the blanks below:


Spouse: _____________________________                                                  


Child #1: ____________ Child #2: ____________ Child #3: ____________ Child #4: ____________                                         


You are responsible for creating a monthly budget for your family for the month of February. Your budget must be realistic and you must live within your means. Please create a spreadsheet that reflects your family's monthly income and expenditures with the following information:

       1.  
Your occupation is:                                         


(Please find and print the annual income for this occupation in the city where you live, then divide that amount by 12, the number of months in a year, to determine 
your monthly income.)

        2. 
Your spouse's occupation, (if applicable) Teacher will supply this information.                                                   


(Please find and print the annual income for this occupation in the city where you live, then divide that amount by 12 to determine your monthly income)


If you are divorced, you have custody of the children and your monthly child support is:                      

        3. 
You live in a ________bedroom/____bath apartment with your family.


(Please find and print the cost of the apartment per month)


4.  
If your apartment doesn't include garbage pickup, water, parking fees, gas, heating, and lights, please determine your monthly costs for these expenses. Teacher will supply this information.

(Please print the documentation that supports your figures.) 

        5.  
You will need renter's insurance for the contents of your apartment. Please find and print this monthly expense.

        6. 
Please determine your monthly telephone expenses. 


(Print any information that supports your findings.)

        7. 
 Please determine your monthly cable/ satellite expenses. 


(Print any information that supports your findings.)

        8. 
Please determine your automobile expenses:  expenses must include – (a.) monthly payment including interest, (b.) insurance, (c.) routine maintenance and oil changes, (d.) car washes, and (e.) gas. 


(Please print all information that supports your findings.)

        9.
Calculate your monthly entertainment expenses. Please find and print at least two family entertainment venues in your city (i.e. movies, games, theme park, etc.). Calculate the monthly cost for your family to attend those events.

        10. 
Clothing expenses: Determine the monthly clothing expense for your family. Break down the items you will purchase for each family member.
        11. 
Food expenses: Determine the monthly food expenses for your family. 

        12.
Childcare expenses: Find and print the monthly childcare expenses for your family. Even if your children are school aged, you must budget for after school care.

        13. 
Household items: i.e. Toilet paper, shampoo, deodorant, cleaner, newspaper, etc. Please determine your monthly expenses for household items.

        14. 
Personal Care: haircuts, manicure, etc. Please breakdown these expenses and calculate your family's total monthly expenses.

        15.
Birthdays/Valentine's Day: You must give your spouse and children Valentine's Day gifts. Your mother has a February birthday, you must also purchase a gift for her. Please find and print the gifts you will be giving and calculate your monthly expense.

        16. 
Contributions to charities:  Church, civic organizations, schools, etc. 
17.  Most financial planners tell clients to pay themselves first (savings): The remainder of your income after all expenses are paid will go into a savings account. Please indicate the amount you will put in your savings account, monthly.

EXCEL Spreadsheet Activity: Students should have previous experience with EXCEL.  If not, give students a copy of a budget sheet.
After you have gathered all of the above information, please create a spreadsheet showing your budget. Your spreadsheet should contain formulas so you can plug in different numbers each month, and your spreadsheet will accurately calculate the current month's expenses.

Graph your spreadsheet using a graph style that you feel best illustrates the breakdown of your monthly expenses. Customize your graph to look visually pleasing. 

Be prepared to share your results with the class.

**Note:  You will need to gather some information for this activity before assigning it to the students.  Occupation information can be found at the Occupational Handbook website or book.  It has up-to-date information on jobs in the United States.  It is an excellent resource for any class you might teach.

•
LESSON 4:  CHOOSING A FINANCIAL INSTITUTION THAT MEETS YOUR NEEDS 

1.
Review Essential Questions. 

· Why is it important to understand the process of financial planning? 

· What are the types of financial institutions available?

· What services are offered at the different financial institutions?

2.
Before beginning this lesson, call or go by various banks in your area and gather several brochures that give banking services information.  Inviting a bank representative to speak to the class would be good also.

3. 
Review the vocabulary terms that go with this lesson:  financial institution, depository institution, brokerage firms, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), Savings Association Insurance Fund (SAIF), and National Credit Union Administration (NCUA.)

4. 
Important money management facts:



a.  Choose a financial institution that will meet your individual needs.  


b.  Financial institutions provide customers with savings & checking accounts, loans, investments, and financial counseling.



c.  Advantages of choosing one financial institution are





* building a relationship 





* simplicity of having all accounts in one place





* possibly lower interest rates on loans to loyal customers

5.  Types of Financial Institutions:



A.  Depository institution: see vocabulary terms



a. 
Commercial banks:  Full service; offer wide variety of services and products available, i.e. checking savings loans, credit cards, investments, etc.; operate under state and federal laws; insured by FDIC

b. Savings & loans associations (S & Ls):  provide loans and mortgages to customers who hold a savings account; insured by SAIF; pay higher interest rate.

c. Credit unions:  non-profit cooperative owned by its member; members have a common bond; insured by the NCUA; charge lower fees and loan rates; higher interest rates; free financial counseling; accounts offered include share, share draft, and share certificate accounts.

B. Brokerage firms:  see vocabulary terms


   *Offer money management plans to buy and sell stocks, bonds, and other cash investments through cash management. NOT FDIC INSURED. 
6.  Insurance for Financial Institutions:


a.  FDIC (see vocabulary terms)


b.  SAIF (see vocabulary terms)


c.  NCUA (see vocabulary terms)



Each depositor is insured up to $100,000.  It will be posted in view for customers to see.  



You should choose an insured institution to protect you from the risk of loss.  


**ACTIVITY:  Students research the economic downturn of 2008 and its effects on businesses, prices, and families.  Use the computer lab or available computers to allow students to do their research.  (See project idea list)





Research project must include:

1) Summary of the 2008 economic downturn

2) Effects on state and local economy

3) Interview with school official concerning impact on school

4) Interview with a family member on how they were effected.

5) Personal impact on student, if any

7.  
Services of Financial Institutions: 



*Divide students into groups of 2 – 3.  


      
*They are to gather information about services offered.  


*They are to call or visit two local financial institutions to get brochures on the services offered.  (If you have banks and brokerage firms locally, require students to get information from both institutions.)



*Students are to report their findings in class



a.  
Bond – Lending money to an organization as an investment


b.  
Certificate of Deposit – An insured interest earning savings instrument with restricted access to the funds

c.   
Checking account – Paper checks or debit cards are used to withdraw money deposited into the account to pay for items.  They may be non-interest or interest bearing. 



d.  
Credit Card – A card used to make a purchase now and must be repaid later.


e.   
Financial Counseling – Information and advice is given to customers to help them make decisions about financial issues.



f.   
Investment – A commitment of money to achieve long-term financial goals



g.   
Loan – Borrowed money members apply for to be paid back at various interest rates.



h.  
Mortgage – A loan to purchase real estate.



i.   
Mutual Fund – Groups of stocks, bonds, and other investments managed by an investment firm.



j.   
Real Estate Investment – Purchase real estate as an investment to gain a profit.


k.   
Retirement Plan Account – Plans to set aside money for retirement.  Money is tax-deferred until withdrawn.


l.   
Safe-Deposit Box – A secured box in a bank to be used for valuable and important personal items.



m.  
Savings Account – Money is deposited into an account to earn interest.



n.   
Share Account – A savings account at a Credit Union



o.   
Share Certificate Account – A certificate of deposit at a Credit Union



p.   
Share Draft Account – A checking account at a Credit Union



q.   
Stock – Ownership, represented by shares, in a corporation

**ACTIVITY: CHILDREN’S BOOK PROJECT- Go to www.readwritethink.org and look for Children’s Book Project.  They have a wonderful lesson plan that incorporates English and Writing into the unit) 

•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS


Financial Planning Terms Handout

Healthy Spending Habits for Saving Money


Vocabulary Quiz

Post Test
Budgeting Terms Word Search

Peer Edit Guide

Vocabulary Crossword

•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

Pre-requisite Knowledge:  Checking Accounts, EXCEL, WORD, Writing Process Steps, Simple Math Skills

Lesson 3-7:  Know the demographics of the class and use information that will make the activity the most meaningful to the students.
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 

1. 
Students will do a final project to show their knowledge of consumer finance.  The list below can be given to the students as suggestions for their project.  The project should be directed to answer the essential questions introduced in this unit.  

Students may choose a project from the following tasks:  {Teacher may assign tasks if desired.}
a. PowerPoint on Work Ethic:  Presentation

b. Poster on What Employers Expect (using magazine pictures/drawings to illustrate the ideas):  Explanation (aloud) to demonstrate understanding **This activity is good for Special Ed. Students**
c. Public Speaking:  Student will give a two-minute speech about ethics in the workplace. 

d. Essay:  Give the essay starter “An employer can expect that I will…” It is to be at least five (5) paragraphs and no more than seven (7) paragraphs including an introductory paragraph, supporting paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph.  Follow all grammar/punctuation rules and the writing model taught in the ELA classes.

e. Summary Chart:  Make a chart of the five personal qualities that employers value most:  “Works Well With Others,” “Follows Directions,” Does What Needs to be Done.” Takes on More Responsibility, and “Continues to Learn.”  Write an example from their daily life that demonstrates each quality. **This activity is good for Special Ed. Students**
f. Summary Collage:  The students are to use pictures that show the five personal qualities that employers value most: “Follows Directions,” Does What Needs to be Done.” Takes on More Responsibility, and “Continues to Learn.”  Each quality should be represented by two to three pictures and labeled with the name of the quality it represents. **This activity is good for Special Ed. Students**
g. Research Paper:  Research the topic of performance evaluations and write a brief report on their findings.  The paper should be 2–3 pages in length and follow the writing model used in their ELA class.

h. Interview:  The student will interview the principal on how teacher/employee evaluations are handled.  Give students a list of questions that they may ask.  Also, discuss how to make an appointment with the principal, how to ask questions, and how to make notes.  Student will write a one-page summary of the information from the interview.

2. RESEARCH PROJECT: HOW EDUCATION EFFECTS
(Activity idea from EconEdLink)

Say to the students “To learn more about how your education affects the amount of money you'll earn, go to www.usastoday.com/educate/careers/snap24.htm. “  Each student should use note-taking skills to gather information for a short research paper.  


Follow the writing process used in English classes.


RESEARCH STEPS:


A.  
Information at this site compares educational levels (high school, technical school/college, college, and higher) to salary levels (the amount of money you'll earn in a year). 



B.  
Could the salary you earn affect your career decision? 



C.  
Why or why not?


Teacher:  Use the Checklist Rubric to grade the project.

Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 

Students will be assigned a project to show the knowledge gained during this unit.  The Project Ideas list gives project of varying degrees of difficulty to provide differentiated instruction.  Students will use the essential questions from the unit as the basis for the project.  

A research project has also been included that can be assigned in addition to or instead of  a project from the Project Ideas list.  The research project will focus on the effect education has on the salary you will earn.  

Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 

How Education Effects Salary Rubric (It is a checklist)
Culminating Performance Task Project Ideas

[image: image7.jpg]% UNIT RESOURCES





Web Resources:

www.econedlink.org

www.ashland.edu
www.moneyinstructor.com

www.practicalmoneyskills.com

www.readwritethink.org

www.usatoday.com
Materials & Equipment: 
· Various bills and receipts from the local area

· Sample checkbook and ledger booklet (can be found at www.moneyinstructor.com)

· Literature of various financial institutions services

· Budget examples

· Pen or Pencil

· Calculator (if needed)

· Children’s books for preschoolers

· Art supplies

· Computers with EXCEL, WORD, and a type of Desktop Publishing program

21st Century Technology Used: 

	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	X
	Interactive Whiteboard
	X
	Calculator
	X
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	X
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
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