	TtTerm   

Term
	D

Definition of Terms

	Autoclave
	An airtight steel vessel used to heat substances and objects under very high pressures. 

Autoclaves are used in laboratory experiments and for sterilization.

	Carcinogen
	cancer causing

	Biohazard
	living organisms that can cause sickness or disease in humans and animals

	Chemical Hygiene Plan
	A written plan that addresses the policies, Standard Operating Procedures, etc. to ensure 

employees, lab personnel are protected from harm due to chemicals 

	OSHA
	Occupational Safety and Health Administration - a federal agency that establishes minimum health 

and safety standards for the work place and to enforce those standards. 

	Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS)
	Detailed information about how to work safely with a hazardous chemical



	CDC
	Centers for Disease Control - studies causes and distribution (epidemiology) of disease to formulate 

safety guidelines to help prevent and control the spread of infectious diseases

	Biological safety cabinet
	Function as a barrier in the laboratory to prevent the escape of biological aerosols into the lab environment; which is a safety hazard for laboratory personnel. Designed to provide both a clean work environment and protection for employees who work with biological hazards.

	Mutagen due to chemical exposure
	cause birth defects due to genetic mutation



	pathogen
	disease causing microorganisms (germs) in or on the body;  on surfaces, tools and instrumentation

where contact can be made with the microorganism.

	caustic
	strong acids or bases that can cause severe skin burns

	Centrifuge
	a machine that separates substances of different densities using centrifugal (rotational) force

	disinfectant
	

	Hazmat 
	an abbreviation for `hazardous material' used on  warning labels.

	toxic
	poisonous through skin contact or respiratory exposure

	PPE
	Personal Protective Equipment 

	CLSI
	Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute - develops and publishes standards and guidelines for 

regulatory agencies and accrediting bodies for healthcare (and others) laboratories; these 

guidelines and standards must be adhered to in order for the lab to continue testing specimens 

and operating.  

	bourneblood pathogen (BBP)
	any infectious microorganism present in the blood and other body fluids and tissues that can cause 

disease. 

	standard precautions/

universal precautions
	precaution applied in the healthcare environment to prevent contact with potentially infectious 

body fluids.   Treat all blood and bodily fluids as if they are contaminated/infectious

	noscomial infection
	an infection acquired in the healthcare setting (hospital)

	aseptic
	Using methods to protect against infection by pathogenic microorganisms

	infection
	The growth of a parasitic organism within the body.

	transmission
	The transfer of disease from one person to another.

	infection control
	Policies and procedures used to minimize the risk of spreading infections, especially in hospitals and human or animal health care facilities.

	fume hood
	 A ventilated enclosure for storing or experimenting with chemicals with harmful vapours

	Celsius (C) scale
	A scale and unit of measurement for temperature; 0º freezing point of water
	

	English system of measurement
	Measurement system that is used in the United States; customary units
	

	gram
	basic metric unit for mass
	

	meter
	basic metric unit for length
	

	milli
	prefix for .001
	

	SI Units
	International System of Units is the modern form of the metric system based on powers of ten
	

	unknown
	what is unknown or being solved for in a mathematical application
	

	centi
	prefixfor.01
	

	Fahrenheit (F) scale
	A scale and unit of measurement for temperature; 32º freezing point of water
	

	kilo
	prefix for1,000
	

	metric system
	International system of measurement
	

	nano
	prefix for .000000001 or 10-9
	

	conversion factor
	used to convert a measured quantity to a different unit of measure without changing the relative amount
	

	deci
	prefix for .1
	

	femto
	prefix for .00001 or 10-5
	

	liter
	basic unit for volume
	

	micro
	prefix for .000001 of 10-6
	

	pico
	prefix for 
	

	known
	what is known or given in a mathematical application
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