
Clinical Pathology Vocabulary
Teacher’s Notes

Plasma: The liquid in which the cells that make up the blood are suspended. 
Erythrocytes: Red Blood Cells
Leukocytes: White blood cells; largest sized blood cells, formed in the bone marrow and some in the lymph glands; Primary cells of the immune system.
Thrombocytes: Platelets 
Hematopoiesis: The formation and development of blood cells.
Hemoglobin: Found in the RBC; Responsible for carrying oxygen to all cells in the body; binds to carbon dioxide and carries it to the lungs from the cells to be released. 
Neutrophils: Account for the highest amount on WBCs; Fight off bacterial invaders, fungal invaders, and take part in phagocytosis. 
Eosinophil: Fight off parasitic worm and flukes and are important in allergic reactions. 
Basophils: Releases histamine in response to an allergic reaction; lowest number of WBCs in blood. 
Monocytes: Search for bacteria and viruses, participate in phagocytosis, and are the largest of the white blood cells. 
Lymphocytes: Fight viral infections, some produce and secrete antibodies, and are the second most common WBC in blood. 
Normocytic: When the RBC are normal sized at 6-8 micrometers in diameter and are oval or round. 
Normochromic: When the RBC color is normal.
Hyper Segmented Nuclei: in Neutrophils when there are greater than five lobes. 
Toxic Granulation: An abnormality in Neutrophils; seen during bacterial infections, burns, cancer, and toxic or inflammatory states. 
Toxic Vacuolization: An abnormality in Neutrophils; seen during bacterial infections, burns, cancer, and toxic or inflammatory states.
Dohle Bodies: An abnormality in Neutrophils; seen during bacterial infections, burns, cancer, and toxic or inflammatory states.
Atypical or Reactive Lymphocytes: Larger cells with round or irregular nucleus and abundant cytoplasm. 
Megakaryocytes: Part of platelets found in the bone marrow. 
Giant Platelets: Enlarged platelets. 
Microcytic: When RBCs are smaller than normal; Less than 6 micrometers. 
Macrocytic: When RBCs are larger than normal; Greater than 8 micrometers.  
Anisocytosis: When the RBCs vary drastically in size. 
Poikilocytosis: When the RBCs vary drastically in shape. 
Hypochromic: When the RBC color is decreased (larger central pallor). 
Spherocytes: When RBCs are compact, small, dark and dense. 
Depranocytes (Sickle Cells): When RBCs are crescent shaped and pointed. 
Stomatocytes: When RBCs appear mouth-like. 
Ovalocytes: When RBCs appear like ovals or elongated (Elliptocytes).
Elliptocytes: When RBCs appear like ovals or elongated (Ovalocytes). 
Target Cells (Codocytes): When RBCs appear target shaped or bull’s eye. 
Acanthocytes: When RBCs are spiny. 
Schistocytes: A type of fragmented cell
Nucleated RBCs: Usually found only in the bone marrow; can be seen in the peripheral blood in severe anemia and in newborns. 
Hemacytometer: A Precision-made slide for performing manual cell counts with the aid of a microscope. 
Wright Stain: Type of stain for preparing a blood smear; can come in many forms including one dip stains, two stains, multiple stains, or automated staining of slides. 
Erythrocyte Sedimentation Rate: a test measuring the rate at which erythrocytes (RBCs) settle.
Rouleaux: When RBCs form stacks and it increases the mass of the RBCs and increases the rate of sedimentation. 
Reticulocyte: An immature RBC that still has remnants of RNA in the RBS’s cytoplasm. 
Supravital Stain: A procedure in where tissue is removed from the body and cells are placed in a nontoxic dye solution in order to study the vital processes.
Bleeding Time:  Test that is a useful tool to test for platelet plug formation and capillary integrity.
RBC: Red Blood Cells; 
WBC: White Blood Cells; Contain nuclei with DNA; Largest sized blood cells; Formed in the bone marrow and some in the lymph glands; Primary cells of the immune system.  
PLT: Platelets; formed from the fragments of a megakaryocyte, not considered a WBC, function in hemostasis, found in the peripheral blood. 
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