Outline of Unit Seven- Legal Issues in the Public School Setting
A. Students will make preparations to provide for the safety of students at all times.
a. Demonstrate knowledge of school’s emergency plan

i. Participate in mock drills: Fire and inclement weather

ii. Poison control training (plants, medications, cleaning supplies, etc.)

iii. Response to allergic reactions
iv. Lockdown practice

b. Demonstrate knowledge of basic safety procedures required in the school and in the classroom.

i. Lock up personal items.

ii. Complete safety check for classroom and playground.
iii. Develop equipment and toy safety checklist for different ages.

iv. Develop and demonstrate arrival and dismissal policies and procedures.

v. Develop safety rules for preschoolers.

B. Students will demonstrate adherence to the Individuals with Disabilities Act.

a. Indentify the major provisions in IDEA (2004 revision).

i. View PowerPoint on IDEA covering the major provisions

b. Identify the components of an Individual Education Plan (IEP), an Individual Family Services Plan (IFSP), and Early Intervention Plan (EIP), and a 504 plan.

i. Guest Speaker: Special Education teacher to explain components and differences between the plans.

c. Define inclusion. Give examples of inclusion in a regular classroom setting.

i. Research and develop a chart of area child care centers or preschool classrooms with inclusion classrooms. 

ii. Observations in preschool classrooms with inclusion.
d. Identify the types of exceptionalities that are served in the candidate’s school and give a brief description of each exceptionality.
i. Interview the special education teacher. Make a list of the exceptionalities that are served in that teacher’s school. Develop a PowerPoint slide with a description of each exceptionality. Present PowerPoint to the class.
C. Students will provide adequate supervision of children at all times.

a. Research and understand laws related to liability and negligence; adequately supervise children during all activities.

i. Use the DOE website to research teacher code of ethics in the liability section.

ii. Complete scenario activity sheet  (Appendix __)
b. Arrange for adequate supervision of children in their absence.

i. Teacher led discussion on different center’s policies requiring calling in for absences.
ii. Student demonstrates calling when absent.

D. Students will observe copyright laws regarding print, media, and other materials.

a. Interview the media specialist or public librarian on copyright laws.

b. Research copyright laws.

c. Make a list of do’s and don’t regarding copyright.

i. Small group work: Create a chart with a specific medium’s requirements. Present to class.

E. Students will maintain the confidentiality of information regarding children, parents, and other co-workers.

a. Sign a state of confidentially upholding the privacy of teachers, children, and their families in all matters.

i. View State of Georgia’s Code of Ethics video.
ii. Sign statement that video was viewed and confidentiality will be upheld (Appendix ___).
b. Demonstrate and practice confidentiality in upholding the privacy of teachers, children, and their families in all matters.

i. Students are observed throughout their internship by supervising teacher (Appendix___).

ii. Research confidentiality in the code of ethics on the DOE website.

iii. Role-play situations requiring confidentiality (Appendix ___).
F. Students will make provisions to provide for professional liability insurance coverage.
a. Research the professional organizations related to teaching at all age levels- NAEYC, NEA, PAGE, and ACTE – for the liability insurance provided at the different levels of supervision (paraprofessional, teacher, and administrator).

i. Utilize small groups to research individual organizations.

b. Create a chart that describes the liability insurance of each organization.

i. Create a class chart where each group adds their section describing the liability insurance of the organization they researched.

c. Research and print a copy of the liability insurance provided by Georgia State Board of Education.

G. Students will demonstrate behaviors that adhere to the Code of Ethics as provided by the Georgia Professional Standards Commission.

a. Read Georgia Code of Ethics for Educators or the NAEYC Code of Ethical Behavior.

b. Locate, print or copy, and read a minimum of two articles on ethics for educators, ethical standards, etc. Write a summary of each article. Include copies of the articles with the summaries.

i. Suggested websites (Appendix ___).

c. Write an essay describing personal code of ethics.

d. Demonstrate ethical behavior.

i. Students are observed throughout their internship by supervising teacher (Appendix___).

