	Terms
	Definitions
	Source

	Continuing education


	Courses, programs, or organized learning experiences usually taken after a degree is obtained to enhance personal or professional goals.
	http://www.ohiolearns.org/faqs/definitions.php


	Career ladder
	A hierarchy of jobs consisting of series of more complex duties and responsibilities within a general occupational area.
	http://www.sunysb.edu/diversity/Glossary.html


	Career advancement


	
	

	Career enhancement


	
	

	Daycare Director’s

certificate
	A specialized professional development credential for the child care director. Courses provide a concentrated study in the areas that must be mastered to be successful as a child care management team member.
	http://www.cceionline.com/index.cfm?page=natlDirectorsCred&navID=nav87


	Para professional


	Paid educational and organizational aides who work on specific assignments and are supervised by

Someone who is considered a professional
	http://water.unl.edu/web/extension/OrgResources/Terms


	State Salary Schedule


	
	

	ACEI
	An organization for ECE professionals – Association of Childhood Education International
	http://www.acei.org/


	Bachelor’s degree
	A degree received after the satisfactory completion of four- or five-years of full-time study at a college or university. Sometimes called baccalaureate degrees
	http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&q=define%3ABachelor%E2%80%99s+degree&btnG=Search


	national board certification
	A process of rigorous, intensive study, expert evaluation, self-assessment and peer review that teachers go through to receive merit pay.

	http://www.nbpts.org/


	post graduate
	Studies towards a higher degree undertaken after the first level degree or equivalent has been completed.
	http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&q=define%3Apost+graduate&btnG=Search


	Master’s degree
	An advanced college degree earned after a bachelor’s degree, usually taking two years to complete.
	http://www.mntransfer.org/Glossary/glossary2.html


	Specialist’s degree


	A post-master’s degree that focuses on the study of applied instruction, administration, counseling, and curriculum development
	http://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/glossary/e.asp


	Lead Teacher
	Professionally prepared as a teacher of young children, especially in the field of early childhood education and/or child development; meeting the requirements of licensing agencies and accrediting organizations who is responsible for the general supervision and management of a class of preschool children.
	http://www.childsday.com/LEAD.html


	GAYC
	The Georgia Association on Young Children (GAYC) is a non-profit membership organization that promotes quality early care and education for young children. GAYC is the state affiliate of the Southern Early Childhood Association (SECA) and the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).
	http://www.gayconline.org/


	SECA
	The Southern Early Childhood Association (SECA) is a professional organization committed to improving the quality of care and education for young children and their 
families through advocacy and professional development.
	http://www.southernearlychildhood.org/


	Doctor of Philosophy 

(Ph.D) degree
	The Doctor of Philosophy is a degree with a thesis that involves substantial original research.
	http://www.rpi.edu/dept/eng/live/soe/academics_degrees_definition.cfm


	Doctorate  in Education (Ed.D)
	The Doctor of Education degree (Ed.D. or D.Ed.) is a discipline-based doctorate that prepares the student for academic, administrative, clinical or research positions in education.
	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctorate_in_education


	Child Development Associate (CDA)
	A Child Development Associate (CDA) is an individual who has successfully completed the CDA assessment process and has been awarded the CDA Credential.
	http://www.cdacouncil.org/cda_what.htm


	Certification
	A process by which an authorized body, either a governmental or non-governmental organization, evaluates and recognizes either an individual or an organization as meeting pre-determined requirements or criteria.
	http://www.qaproject.org/methods/resglossary.html


	Organizational chart
	a diagram that shows the structure of an organization and the relationships and relative ranks of its parts and positions/jobs. 
	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organizational_chart


	NAEYC
	The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) is an organization that is dedicated to improving the well-being of all young children, with particular focus on the quality of educational and developmental services for all children from birth through age 8. 


	http://www.naeyc.org/about/



