UNIT FOUR:

 FIRE SAFETY 
Information from Working with Young Children
     Staff in daycare centers and Early Childhood Education facilities is responsible for providing a safe environment for children.  Let’s review the basic objectives toward this goal:

· Supervise the children at all times.
· Maintain at least the minimal adult-child ratios as required in your state.

· Develop safety limits.

· Provide a safe environment.

· Practice fire safety.

· Know emergency procedures for accidental poisoning.

· Develop plans for weather emergencies.

· Recognize signs of child abuse and report any known or suspected cases.

· Teach children how to protect themselves from sexual assault.

This unit will cover practicing fire safety and knowing emergency procedures for a fire situation.  

To promote fire safety you should check the center regularly for fire hazards.  The best protection against fires is prevention.  For instance, store matches where children cannot reach them and accidentally start fires.  Check smoke alarms at least once each month to make sure they are working.  If smoke detectors are battery powered, change the batteries as directed.  As a teacher, you need to find and correct fire hazards.  You will be designing a fire safety checklist for your lab.   

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 

     Each childcare center needs several fire extinguishers.  One fire extinguisher should be placed in or next to the kitchen.  Place a fire extinguisher in or near each classroom.  Another extinguisher is needed in the laundry area.  You will be reviewing the Georgia licensing regulations for the placement of fire extinguishers.

     The director is often in charge of buying fire extinguishers for the center.  Before buying an extinguisher, contact your local fire department.  The fire chief can tell you what type of extinguisher is best suited for your center’s unique needs.  You will want one that fights the types of fire your center is most likely to have.  

FIRE DRILLS AND EVACUATION PROCEDURES
     Most state licensing rules and regulations require fire and disaster drills.  Most states also recommend drills be scheduled on a regular basis, such as once a month.  These drills will prepare staff and children for a real fire or other emergency.  Fire drills should be practiced at different times of the day and alternative routes should be practiced.  During drills, use the daily class roster to take roll.  It is an important tool for checking on the evacuation of all children and their safe return indoors.

     Every center needs to have well-planned evacuation procedures.  The procedures should include escape routes, staff assignments, and location of alarms.  The evacuation procedures should be posted in every room where they can be easily seen.  Emergency phone numbers should also be posted.  In case of a blocked route, alternative evacuation routes should also be planned.  

EVACUATION PROCEDURES

1. Sound fire alarm

2. Evacuate the building

3. When leaving the building, leave lights on and close doors.  Do not lock doors.

4. Call the fire department after leaving the building

5. Take roll as soon as the children are together in a safe place

6. When the firefighters arrive, report whether all children and staff are out of the building.

When making evacuation plans, remember that infants are more difficult to remove than older children.  This is because they cannot walk and most adults cannot carry more than two infants at once.  Therefore, when ratios are higher than one caregiver for every two infants, a careful plan needs to be made.  Some centers practice by placing several babies in a crib and rolling it out of the building.  Wagons can be used for evacuating toddlers and older children.  

Another important fire safety procedure is to plan and introduce fire and burn prevention into the curriculum, if developmentally appropriate.  Teach the children what to do if their clothing catches fire: STOP, DROP and ROLL!
