Name:
Story Telling and Interactive Read-Alouds
Early Childhood Education

Tips:

1.
Pick a book you like.

2.
Practice, Practice, Practice...and then Relax and SMILE!

3.
Know your book well!  Emphasize unusual phrases or rhythm.

4.
Make note of special vocabulary – know how all words are pronounced 
and what they mean.
5.
Visualize the characters and scenes, and think of ways to make it “come 
alive.”
6.
Prepare open-ended questions to help children interact during the story.  
7.
Sit the children where all can see illustrations.

8.
Make and maintain good eye contact.
9.
Sit or stand up straight – good posture.

10.
A good introduction establishes the mood of the story.  Make sure you tell 
children the title, author (define), illustrator (define), and subject of the 
story before beginning.

11.
Use props and visual aids.
12.
Vary facial expression and voice level.

13.
Voice and pronunciation should have proper volume, good intonation, 
clarity, and expression.


14.
“Sound” words rather than reading them.  For example, buzz becomes 
buzzzzzzzzz while you sound like you are buzzing.

15.
Substitute the children’s’ names when you can do it smoothly and 
consistently throughout the book.  Be careful not to switch names of the 
same character.

16.
Pick details you might ask listeners to look for.

17.
Practice places to pause occasionally and ask students to predict what 
might happen next.
18.
Be careful not to use distracting mannerisms (twirling hair, tapping foot).
19.
Show illustrations slowly.  Don’t get in a big hurry to turn the page.
20.
The reader’s appearance should be free of large dangling jewelry, wild 
dress, and extreme hairstyles....(unless it is part of the props used to 
emphasize the theme of the story.)
21.
Be prepared for remarks from children while you are reading.  Require 
them to raise their hands between pages and the remarks must be about 
the book.  They may talk about personal experiences after the book has 
been read.
22.
Have story stretchers available.
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