Insert High School Name

Family & Consumer Sciences

*************************************************************

Early Childhood Education Pathway Contract
Each high school student will act and perform as a professional teacher in training.  Listed below are the expectations and tasks that will be part of the Early Childhood Education program at _________ High School.
Attendance Expectations:

1.
Come to class on time and prepared every day.

2.
Go to the assigned laboratory classroom on assigned days in the same manner.  30% of your introductory courses in ECE will be spent in lab experiences.  It is essential that you are present on these days.  It is very difficult on the instructor and student to make up these assignments.  
3.
All students must pass curriculum content evaluations before participating in lab observations or activities.  Attendance is necessary to receive all curriculum instruction and information.
4.
All ECE students must cover state required curriculum from Introduction to Early Childhood Education, Human Growth and Development, and Health, Safety, and Nutrition for the Young Child before applying to be a full-time ECE intern.

5.
If an absence on lab day is absolutely necessary, the student must contact Mrs. Hicks before your absence, or the morning of your absence by 7:30AM, so that proper arrangements and adjustments can be made.  If no one answers, you must leave a message on Mrs. Hicks’ voicemail.  Failure to do this will result in a deduction of a letter grade for your assigned day/activity once the assignment is made-up.

Dress Code Expectations:

1.
You are expected to wear the required “uniform” in the ECE lab.  An FCCLA t-shirt or shirt designed specifically for the Habersham Child Development center with conservative pants meets these requirements.
2.
Do not ever wear clothing that displays cleavage, midriff, or undergarments.  This also applies to pants with a low waistband that may sag in the back when you sit or bend over.  Professionalism is expected.
3.
During lab days, you must wear shoes that fasten securely to your foot.  If an emergency ever occurred and you had to physically pick up a child and run, you cannot do this effectively in flip-flops, stiletto heels or other loose footwear.  Flip Flops are not permitted in the preschool classroom.
4.
No more than 2 earrings in each ear.  With the exception of earrings, no jewelry is allowed in visible body piercing(s).  Children are distracted easily.  Keep them focused on you as a professional.

Behavioral Expectations:

1.
You must be a positive role model for the children at all times.

2.
Show good manners everyday.  Children learn by example.

3.
You must follow your mentor’s directions without unnecessary comments or arguments.

4.
Refrain from being a disruption to the learning opportunities of other students.

5.
Food and drinks are not allowed either in the lab or classroom.  The exception is water in the classroom.

6.
Do not chew gum in the lab setting.  It is unprofessional and unavailable to the children.
7.
You must follow the Code of Ethical Behavior for early childhood professionals.  This code is established by NAEYC (National Association for the Education of Young Children).

8.
Strive to perform to the best of your ability in all classes.  Your ambition and drive to achieve positive results in all your courses is a direct reflection of your attitude toward education.
Ethical and Moral Expectations:

1.
Proper language and grammar must be used around children and in lab at all times.

2.
Refrain from discussing personal issues with or around children.  Lab hours are not the appropriate time to discuss girlfriend/boyfriend/weekend matters.

3.
Do not discuss children, their behavior, their home life, etc to anyone outside this classroom.  It is immoral, unethical, and AGAINST THE LAW!

The exception is class structured discussions that do not use the child’s name, but use the information for learning.
4.
You are held to a higher standard in this educational pathway.  Your behavior, actions, and choices outside the classroom are just as important as they are inside the classroom.  Your morality and integrity is measured by others when you aspire to work with children.  If you are not willing to consider this carefully and take the responsibility seriously, this may not be the right pathway for you.
By signing this document you acknowledge that violations of these expectations may result in your removal from the Early Childhood Education program.
(Students will not be permitted to participate in lab experiences until this form has been signed by all required and returned to the instructor.)
Participating in the ECE Program is a Privilege!

Student’s printed name:  _________________________________________________________

Student Signature:___________________________________________Date:_______________
Parent/Guardian Signature:____________________________________Date:_______________

