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HGD – 14, IECE - 7
Simon Birch

Story line:

Simon Birch is a story of 2 young boys growing up under difficult circumstances which have them labeled as outsiders. Simon, a dwarf whose parents wouldn't seem to mind if he simply disappeared, holds onto his belief that God has a special purpose in store for him (to be a hero) and unashamedly lets everyone know about it. Joe, his best friend, wants only to find his real father, whose identity his mother refuses to reveal. 

The movie says some interesting things about faith, belief and serendipity, but it’s not likely to convince you if such things do not interest you in the first place. For example, Simon is shown as having more faith than even the local minister, yet he frequently curses and is quite enamored of young classmates’s breasts. I imagine this could come across as either true to life (we can have the faith of a child but still be imperfect) or very off-putting and hypocritical. 
Write a one-page reaction to the movie’s dramatization of this one child’s story of his relationship with his parents, best friend, and extended friends.

