The Origin of Unit of Measurement Names

The Origin of Unit Names
Many units of measure carry names that honor scientists who made important discoveries

in or advanced the state of scientific knowledge of electrical and radio phenomena.

For example, Georg Ohm (1787-1854) discovered the relationship between

current, voltage and resistance that now bears his name as Ohm’s Law and as the

unit of resistance, the ohm. The following table lists the most common electrical units

and the scientists for whom they are named. 

Electrical Units and Their Namesakes
Unit 

Measures 
Named for
Ampere 

Current 

Andree Ampere 1775 -1836

Coulomb 
Charge 

Charles Coulomb 1736-1806

Farad 

Capacitance 
Michael Faraday 1791-1867

Henry 

Inductance 
Joseph Henry 1797-1878

Hertz 

Frequency 
Heinrich Hertz 1857-1894

Ohm 

Resistance 
George Simon Ohm 1787-1854

Watt 

Power 

James Watt 1736-1819

Volt 

Voltage 

Alessandro Volta 1745-1827
Assignment:

Select one of the above inventors or another inventor known for their contribution toward electrical/electronic theory. Prepare a presentation (as directed by your instructor, this may be an essay, PowerPoint, and/or poster) that identifies the inventor, unit of measure, information about the research they conducted, the influence that research has had on circuit theory/operation, and dates of discovery when available. There are numerous resources for this information in the library and online. 
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