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PATHWAY:  
Business & Computer Science

COURSE:  

Banking and Investing
UNIT 8: 

BCS_BI_8 Investment Instruments
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Annotation: 
This unit will introduce students to a variety of investment instruments that are used today.  From Money market accounts and CD’s to foreign investments, students will become aware of ways to invest money. Students will gain knowledge that will allow them to better understand investing in order to help them be better prepared for their financial futures. 

Grade(s):  
	
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
11 Hours 
Author: 
Doris Reins
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided appropriately. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation. Many students (both with and without disabilities) who struggle with reading may benefit from the use of text reading software or other technological aids to provide access to printed materials. Many of these are available at little or no cost on the internet.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
BCS-BI-8.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of various investment instruments.

a. Evaluate criteria for choosing a savings or investment instrument. 

b. Evaluate savings or investment instruments based on opportunity cost. 


c. Describe government securities and bonds. 

d. Evaluate local bond options as long-term investments. 

e. Identify commercial bank options such as CD’s and money market accounts. 

f. Describe the operations of the stock market and evaluate equity funds. 

g. Evaluate mutual funds. 

h. Describe treasury bills. 

i. Evaluate savings bonds. 

j. Evaluate foreign exchange as an investment option.
GPS Academic Standards:
SSEPF1. 
The student will apply rational decisions to the making of personal spending and savings choices.

SSEPF3. 
The student will explain how changes in monetary and fiscal policy can impact an individual’s spending and savings choices. 

ELA10RC3. 
The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly. 

ELA10RC4. 
The student establishes a context for information acquired by reading across subject areas. 

ELA10LSV1. 
The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions. 

MM2P1. 
Students will solve problems (using appropriate technology). 

MM2P4. 
Students will make connections among mathematical ideas and to other disciplines.

ELA11W1. 
The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational structure, sets a context and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus throughout, and signals a satisfying closure.

ELA11W2. 
The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres.


The student produces expository (informational) writing to explain an idea or concept and/or convey information and ideas from primary and secondary sources accurately and coherently.
ELA11C1. 
The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats. 
National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
Personal Decision Making:
Achievement Standard: Use a rational decision-making process as it applies to the roles of citizens, workers, and consumers.
Saving and Investing:
Achievement Standard: Evaluate savings and investment options to meet short- and long-term goals.
NCEE Content Standard 5:  Voluntary exchange occurs only when all participating parties expect to gain.  This is true for trade among individuals or organizations in different nations.
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Enduring Understandings: 
Students are always thinking about ways they can earn money.  Investing money in something that will earn more money without much work appeals to everyone.  It is good for students to learn to grow their money and to have a general knowledge of various investment instruments that will help them make wise investment choices in their futures. 
Essential Questions: 
· What is most important when choosing a savings or investment instrument?
· How is opportunity cost related to savings and investment instruments?

· How do the various savings and investments work?

· If I use a commercial bank, what are my options for saving money?

· Can the foreign exchange be used as an investment option?

Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:
· Identify the basic information that will lead to choosing savings and investment instruments that are best suited to the individual student.

· Explain how various savings and investment instruments work.
· Describe options available to individuals for saving money.

· Define opportunity cost and how it relates to saving and investment.
· Identify how foreign exchange investing works.
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will:
· Demonstrate basic guidelines for choosing a savings and investment instrument.

· Differentiate between the various instruments available and which ones are best suited to their needs.

· Report on the savings and investment options offered by commercial banks.
· Outline the foreign exchange investment option.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	X
	Group project

	
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	X
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	_X_ Essay tests

_X_ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	X
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	_X_ Student/teacher conferences
_X_ Partner and small group discussions

_X_ Whole group discussions
_X_ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	X
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_X_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
NONE
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•
LESSON 1:  Introduction to Investment Instruments 

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.     

BCS-BI-8:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of various investment instruments.

a. Evaluate criteria for choosing a savings or investment instrument. 

b. Evaluate savings or investment instruments based on opportunity cost. 

c. Describe government securities and bonds. 

d. Evaluate local bond options as long-term investments. 
e. Identify commercial bank options such as CD’s and money market accounts. 

f. Describe the operations of the stock market and evaluate equity funds. 

g. Evaluate mutual funds. 
h. Describe treasury bills. 

i. Evaluate savings bonds. 

j. Evaluate foreign exchange as an investment option.
2. 
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· What is most important when choosing a savings or investment instrument?
· How is opportunity cost related to savings and investment instruments?
· How do the various savings and investments work?
· If I use a commercial bank, what are my options for saving money?
· Can the foreign exchange be used as an investment option?

3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall. You may refer to the Saving and Investment Vocabulary Teacher’s Guide for definitions. 
	Savings
	Investment
	Securities

	Bonds
	Certificate of Deposit
	 Money Market Account

	Equity Funds
	Stock Market
	Mutual Funds

	Treasury Bill
	Savings Bond
	Foreign Exchange

	Opportunity Cost
	Incentive
	Foreign Exchange Risk


4.
Interest approach – Write the following quote on the board:
“It’s not what you earn that matters, it’s what you keep.” Ask students to explain what it means to them and write responses on the board.
5.     Explain to students that this unit will introduce a variety of investment instruments that are available.
6. Distribute the Money and the Economy Flow Chart Handout and introduce the concept of money flow, options and decisions available in our economy.  

7. Summary: This unit will provide a foundation for saving and investing now and in the future.  Remind the students that it is never too early to begin investing for the future.
•
LESSON 2:  Setting Goals for Saving and Investing

1. Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What is most important when choosing a savings or investment instrument? 
· How is opportunity cost related to savings and investment instruments? 
2. Before class, access and review the Saving and Investing Goals Teacher Guide in preparation for this lesson.  This guide will aide in initiating class discussion and give cues for introducing vocabulary words, making important points, etc.

3. Ask the students:  If you saved $20 each week until the age of 65, how much do you think you will have saved?  Take a few answers and distribute the Saving and Investing Goals Worksheet to the class.  Detailed directions are provided on the worksheet and grading should be based on participation and effort. 
4. Write the word “incentive” on the board.  Ask for a definition.  Ask students what motivates them to make better grades.  Explain that when saving and investing, it is important to look for incentives that will benefit them the most.

5. Direct attention to the definition of “opportunity costs.”  Example: giving up a chance to go to the basketball game with friends in order to study results in a good grade on an important test. 
6.  Ask students for examples of opportunity costs in their life.  Discuss how opportunity costs work in the savings and investing area.

7. Summary: It is important to start saving early for emergencies and other things you may want in the future. It is important to learn that you may have to give up something in order to gain something better in the long run.


•
LESSON 3:  Saving options and How They Work 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· If I use a commercial bank, what are my options for saving money?

· How do the various savings/investments work?

2. Review the definitions of bond, certificate of deposit, money market account, Treasury bill, equity fund, savings bonds, mutual funds, and securities. Use the Saving and Investment Vocabulary Teacher’s Guide for definitions. 
3. Divide students into groups of two. Each group will get one topic, which will be a different savings instrument, and present their research to the class so each group gets ONE of the following handouts: Certificates of Deposit Handout, Equity Funds Handout, Money Market Savings Handout, Mutual Funds Handout, Savings Bonds Handout, Securities Handout and Treasury Bonds Handout.

4.  Each group will follow the detailed directions provided on the handout and then research on the internet to answer the questions about their respective topics. 
5. Be sure to discuss the timeline for the handouts to be completed with the class. 
6. Create a presentation schedule for the students.  Allow students to decide which type of presentation they wish to present.  Refer to the Saving Options Research Project Presentation Idea Sheet and give the students their presentation method options.

7. During presentations, have students take notes on each group’s answers to the Project questions. 
8. Have students present their findings to the class. Refer to the Investment Instrument Presentation Rubric for grading purposes.
9. Summary: Being able to understand the various saving and investing option available is significant to learn as a student. This lesson allows students to better understand what their options are and to learn how to become responsible researchers when looking to save or invest. 
•
LESSON 4:  Foreign Currency 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· Can the foreign exchange be used as an investment option?

2.
Review the definition of ‘foreign exchange’ and ‘foreign-exchange risk.’ These definitions can be found on the Saving and Investing Vocabulary Teacher’s Guide. 
4. Present the Foreign Exchange Investment PowerPoint.  Have students take notes as the teacher presents PowerPoint.
5. After the presentation, take time to discuss with the students questions they can ask a guest speaker. You may form a panel of three to four students to ask questions or take volunteers. This will be a good opportunity for review of everything you have discussed throughout the unit. *Teachers Note: make sure to schedule a guest speaker ahead of time.
6. This lesson finishes up the unit with the idea of foreign exchange. This is also a good time to have a guest speaker come and talk to the class. Preparation of questions for the speaker is good review of the overall material covered. Make sure to answer any questions the students may have a review as it seems necessary. 
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

Money and the Economy Flow Chart Handout
Foreign Exchange Investment PowerPoint
Saving and Investment Vocabulary Teacher’s Guide
Saving and Investing Goals Teacher’s Guide

Saving and Investing Goals Worksheet
Certificate of Deposit Handout
Equity Funds Handout
Money Market Savings Handout
Mutual Funds Handout
Savings Bonds Handout
Securities Handout
Treasury Bonds Handout
Saving Options Research Project Ideas Sheet
Investment Instrument Presentation Rubric
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

A great program to use during this unit would be “Financial Literacy for Teen” by Chad Foster.  Check out www.chadfoster.com for the video, books, and resources.  

If it is possible, bring in community people to speak about how investing has worked for them.  This will bring a real life aspect to the unit.

One of the best teaching resources I have come across to date is learningtogive.org.  See the links below for additional lesson ideas.

http://learningtogive.org/lessons/unit406/lesson1.html
http://learningtogive.org/lessons/unit406/lesson2.html
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
The Investment Banker 

Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
Students will take what they have learned from this unit and act as an investment banker servicing a potential customer.  The students will compile a list of the investment instruments from the unit and present the pros and cons of each and explain to the potential customer why one might be better than the other for him or her.  
The class as a whole will act as the potential customer and the investment banker presenting will have to answer questions posed by their classmates.  

Refer to the Investment Instruments Presentation Rubric for grading.
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
· Investment Instruments Presentation Rubric
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Web Resources:
· www.learningtogive.org 
· www.chadfoster.com
· www.imf.org
· www.moneyexchange.net
· http://www.investopedia.com
Materials & Equipment: 
· Computers with Internet Access
· Poster/Bulletin Board Paper
· 
Projection Equipment 

21st Century Technology Used: 
	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	X
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
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