The Big Check Register Activity- A Month of Recording
The following instruction will take you through a typical month of handling your money. 
Enter each transaction in your check register.
Use the current month/year:

Day 1: Your balance brought forward from the preceding month is $386.43. Record as the first entry in  the balance column of your check register.

Day 1: You and a friend share an apartment at Lovely Villas Apartments. Rent is $750 per month. Write check #1021 for your half of the rent.
Day 1: Since your bank account is getting low, you are glad to receive a paycheck. You are a salaried employee and get paid on the 1st and 15th day of each month. Complete a deposit slip and deposit your paycheck for $586.75 from Compusystems.

Day 2: On your way home from work, you remember that you need a few things for dinner. Write check #1022 to Ingles for $36.65 for your groceries.

Day 4: While browsing in the mall during your lunch hour, you find a plant that would look nice in your apartment. You decide you can afford it, so you write check #1023 to Plants and Things for $9.00 plus 7% sales tax.

Day 4: On the same day, you decided to look for some pants since they are having a great sale at the mall stores. You found a pair for $24.99. Write check #1024 for the pants plus 7% sales tax to your favorite mall store.
Day 5: Your monthly car insurance premium is due on the 10th, so you must mail the check today. Write and mail check #1025 to Roth Insurance Co.  for $134.10.

Day 5: In order for you to save for emergencies, you have authorized the bank to transfer $15.00 each month from your checking to your savings account. Record this deduction.

Day 6: Ms. Jones finally pays you for all of the yard work that you helped her with. Please deposit her check for $200.00.

Day 6: You realize that your monthly car payment is due tomorrow. Write check #1026 to XYZ Loan Co. for $339.00 and stop by on your way from work tomorrow to pay them. 

Day 7: The weekend is nearly here! Some friends have asked you to join them on Friday, and your roommate is planning for you to go to the movies on Saturday. You decide that you might need $10.00 for a movie, $15.00 for dinner, $10.00 for bowling, and $15.00 for gas for your car. Stop by the ATM and make this withdrawal.

Day 10: You have authorized $25.65 to be automatically paid to Midland Life Insurance Co. for your life insurance policy. Record this deduction.

Day 11: You and your roommate have decided to grill steaks for a few friends. You stop by Jake’s Market for the meat. Write check #1027 for $31.71. Your roommate has agreed to pick up the rest of the food.

Day 12: After looking in the mirror and screaming in horror, you decide it is time for a haircut. Write check #1028 for $15.00 to your favorite salon.

Day 12: After taking a second look in the mirror, you decide it is time to improve your health and fitness. You decide to join Fit for Life at a cost of $25.00 per month. Write check #1029 for the first month’s fee.

Day 13: Your phone bill for the land line in your apartment is $37.20. Write check #1030 to Bell South for your half.
Day 13: It is time for your car’s periodic service. You know you do not have enough money to have your car serviced and go on the ski trip, but it hasn’t been running smoothly lately. You decide the car must be serviced. After having Land’s Auto Repair give you an estimate, you know that you must transfer some money from your savings and use your credit card to pay for the service. By charging part of the expense, you can still go on the ski trip this month and pay the credit card off next month.

You leave your car at Lands. As your car is being serviced, you use the ATM at the bank and transfer $80.00 from your savings account to your checking. Record this transaction in your check register.

Day 14: You return to Land’s Auto repair to pick up your car. You write them check #1031 for $80.00 and charge the remainder of the bill on your credit card to be paid off next month.

Day 15: Thank goodness! It is payday again. Deposit your check.

Day 16: Your favorite charity telephones to ask if they can count on your contribution again this year. Write  check # 1032 to your favorite charity for $10.00

Day 18: You really enjoy reading your favorite magazine, Sports, Inc. It is time to renew your subscription. You write check #1033 for $15.97. Immediately after writing this check, you notice that you can save money by renewing for three years instead of one. Void this check.

Write check #1034 for $35.00 to Sports, Inc.

Day 18: You are almost out of cash. You decide you will need $20.00 for lunch money, $15.00 for entertainment, and $10.00 for miscellaneous spending for the rest of the month. Make the ATM withdrawal.

Day 25: To maintain your good health, you know your regular dental checkups are necessary. You write check #1035 to Dr. Paininthemouth for $52.00

Day 28: It is your birthday! Your favorite aunt sent you $50.00 in the mail. Deposit the check.

What is your ending balance in your check register?

