
SR-22 Auto Insurance in Georgia

Georgia peaches may be sweet, but getting caught without auto insurance – especially SR-22 insurance – can be a bitter pill indeed. Unlike states that apply the no-fault type of system, Georgia uses the tort system. Under the tort system, when there is an accident, someone must be found at fault. That person's auto insurance company will have to pay for any damages and any injuries. They take auto insurance seriously in Georgia, and so should you.

Minimum state insurance requirements

Georgia auto insurance coverage minimum is the 25/50/25 type. This is what that means:

· Bodily Injury Liability: $25,000 per person.

· Additional coverage: a $50,000 maximum per accident.

· Property Damage Liability: at least $25,000.

Georgia SR-22 auto insurance riders
Georgia has very specific rules concerning the use of SR-22 certificates. The main rules are:
· Only state licensed and authorized auto insurance companies may file the SR-22. The insurance company must verify that the person has purchased valid auto insurance in the amounts required by law. If the auto insurance under the SR-22 is not paid in full it must be labeled as "Premium Financed." If an SR-22 that is premium based lapses because of non-payment, the person will not be allowed another premium based certificate for 12 months. In addition, DMV will be notified of the lapse and driving privileges may be suspended.

· It is important to remember that SR-22 certificates are not auto insurance policies. You still must request a quote before operating the vehicle legally. The SR-22 is simply a promise from the auto insurance company that they have insured you, and that they will report you if you let the insurance lapse.

Is a SR 22 required in GA?

Yes, an SR-22 can be required of a driver in Georgia under certain circumstances.

The Georgia Department of Driver Services (DDS) mentions the Form SR-22, Georgia Financial Responsibility Insurance Certificate, future proof of insurance when mentioning suspensions, revocations and cancellations of a driver's license.

One specific area of GA law that discusses the SR-22 is section 375-3-3-.02 of the Georgia Code which is titled Proof of Financial Responsibility for Probationary License. 

Here it states that proof of financial responsibility must be made by an authorized insurance company filing a Form SR-22 certifying that the violator has in effect a valid liability insurance policy covering the required future time span or, by the owner of a motor vehicle filing a Form DS-266 showing that the owner has provided insurance on the vehicle to be operated by the driver. Such proof of financial responsibility must include full name, license number and date of birth of operator. 

The DDS will accept a "premium financed" SR-22 provided: (a) It is clearly marked as premium financed; (b) Cancellation of policy for non-payment of premium is not allowable under the expiration of ninety (90) days from effective date of policy. The policy may be cancelled prior to the expiration of ninety (90) days set forth above upon sufficient reason in the discretion of the Commissioner being made known to him in writing. 

An SR-22 form not marked "premium financed" is accepted on the basis that it is paid in full. The Department will not accept a cancellation notice (SR-26) for non-payment of the premium and the policy must remain in effect for the statutory required length of time.

Subsection 6 of this Georgia law states that if an SR-22 form filed on a premium financed policy is cancelled for non-payment of premium, another premium financed SR-22 will not be accepted by the Department for a period of twelve (12) months from the date that the original SR-22 was accepted.

Georgia Code section 40-9-81 also discusses future proof of financial responsibility. Proof required upon restoration of driver's license suspended for certain offenses 

Here it states under 

(a) that whenever any person is convicted of any offense making mandatory the suspension of such person's driver's license, the department shall not restore the license to such person until permitted under the motor vehicle laws of this state, and not then unless and until such person shall give and thereafter maintain proof of financial responsibility for the future.

(b) If such person does not have the required proof at any time during the one-year period following the date of restoration of his driver's license, the department shall immediately revoke the license
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So there are a few reasons why Georgia may require a SR22 form. If your license has been suspended, revoked or canceled and you are going to get your license reinstated it is likely that GA may require you to file a SR-22. You can check with the GA DDS to find out all the reasons the state may require this certificate of financial responsibility. 
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