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Teacher Vocabulary Guide

NFPA: National Fire Protection Association; authority on fire, electrical and building safety

IFCA: Illinois Fire Chiefs Association

EMT: Emergency Medical Technician; certified as first responders in emergency situations

Self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA): personal device worn to provide clean air; dependent on a remote supply

Class A fire: fire caused by ordinary combustibles such as wood, cloth, rubber and some plastics. 

Class B Fire:  fire whose fuel is flammable or combustible liquid or gas.  A solid stream of water should never be used to extinguish this type because it can cause the fuel to scatter, spreading the flames.  This type of flame must be extinguished. 
Class C Fire:  fire caused by faulty electrical equipment.  These fires can be a severe hazard to firefighters using water or other conductive agents
Company Officer:  fulfills a mission critical role within the fire service.  They are in charge of a company responsible for addressing incident operations and service demands dictated by the company’s function, responsibility and task assignment.
Safety Officer:  Responsible for the safety of the firefighting personnel.
Training Officer:  oversees and maintains day-to-day activities of the Training Division. Plans, develops and implements firefighting and rescue training, and evaluates firefighting personnel on operational readiness.
Incidents Commander (IC): The officer in charge of all activities at an incident.
Fire Marshal: Administrative and investigative office for fire prevention and arson investigation.
Fire and Safety Education Specialist:  Provides firefighting and safety prevention method training to individuals and personnel.
Fire Police: Special constables attached to a fire department, tasked with ensuring the safety and security of emergency scenes as well as general assistance to the fire department and other agencies.
Public Information Officer:  serves as the conduit for information to and from internal and external stakeholders, including the media or other organizations seeking information directly from the incident or event. 
Incident Command System: a systematic tool used for the command, control, and coordination of emergency response
Standard Operating Procedures (SOP):  Rules for the operation of a fire department, such as how to respond to various types of emergencies, training requirements, use of protective equipment, radio procedures; often include local interpretations of regulations and standards. 
Chain of Command:   Order of rank and authority in the fire service indicating the proper sequence of information and command flow.
Lieutenant:  An officer in a police or fire department ranking below a captain.
Unity of Command:  Each individual participating in the operation reports to only one supervisor. This eliminates the potential for individuals to receive conflicting orders from a variety of supervisors, thus increasing accountability, preventing freelancing, improving the flow of information, helping with the coordination of operational efforts, and enhancing operational safety.
