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Building Codes and Training

Time: 5 Minutes


PowerPoint: Building Codes and Training

Level: Fire Fighter I


Lecture/Discussion

Building codes

1.
History of building codes

a.
Egyptians used codes to prevent building collapse.

b.
Colonial communities had few codes and buildings were primarily made of wood, making them susceptible to fire.

c.
In 1678, Boston required that non-combustible materials be used for roofs and chimneys.

d.
Today’s codes address construction materials and built-in fire and life safety protection.

2.
Code development

a.
Today, codes are written by national organizations, such as the NFPA.

b.
Volunteer committees research and develop proposals for various groups to debate and review.

c.
The final document, called the consensus document, is presented to the public.

Training and education

1.
Fire fighter training and education have also come a long way.

a.
Today’s fire fighters operate high-tech, costly equipment, including apparatus, radios, thermal imaging devices, and self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA).

b.
The most important “machines” on the fire scene remain the knowledgeable, well-trained, physically capable fire fighters.

2.
The increasing complexity of the world and the science of firefighting requires that fire fighters continually sharpen their skills and increase their knowledge of potential hazards.

